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Bute Butterflies 
 
Richard Sutcliffe 
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Gibson (1990) gave an overview of the butterflies reported on the Island of Bute and has given several 
updates since then (Gibson & Hopkins, 1996; Gibson, 2000, 2004). He reported the presence of 
twenty species seen since the 1930s, plus historical records of Large Skipper, Ochlodes venatus (mid-
eighteenth century) and a doubtful record of Arran Brown, Erebia ligea (1871). He also reported a 
recent and unsubstantiated record of Brimstone, Gonepteryx rhamni and of Camberwell Beauty, 
Nymphalis antiopa from NS15. The Camberwell Beauty record, (Asher et al, 2001) did in fact refer to 
one seen on the Isle of Cumbrae on 20 August 1995, and so was not a record for Bute (J.Asher, pers. 
comm.). 
 
Since then, two new species have been recorded on Bute. On 5 July 2006, Graeme Walker discovered 
two adults of Marsh Fritillary Euphydryas aurinia at Balnakailly Bay (NS022743) at the northern tip 
of the island. At least seven individuals were seen at the same site on 5 June 2007 and numerous lar-
vae in several larval webs were located in April 2008 (P. Kirkland pers. comm.).  On 6 June 2007 an-
other site was discovered at Glencallum Bay (NS113527) at the opposite end of the island by Neville 
Crowther and members of the Edinburgh Natural History Society.  A third location for the species 
was discovered in June 2008 at Scoulag Moor (NS092605) by Norrie Mullholland. 
 
In Scotland the Marsh Fritillary is restricted to parts of Argyll, Islay, Jura, Mull and southern Inver-
ness-shire. Although its larval foodplant, Devil’s-bit Scabious, Succisa pratensis is relatively wide-
spread, the butterfly is generally regarded as a sedentary species. Marking studies elsewhere have 
shown that most adults rarely fly more than 50-100m, but a small proportion disperse further and 
females have been known to colonise sites 10-15km away (Asher et al, 2001). Balnakailly Bay is at 
least 20km away from the nearest known colonies on the other side of Loch Fyne. It seems unlikely 
that the species has been present but remained undiscovered on the island and then suddenly turned 
up in three different localities. It is more likely that these are new sites for this species. 
 
In 2008 yet another species was discovered on the island. David and Jessica Herriot found a Purple 
Hairstreak Neozephyrus quercus at Balnakailly Bay (NS022743) on 20 July. It was a sunny but windy 
day and the butterfly was found on the surface of the Balnakailly Burn, in an area of native wood-
land, consisting mainly of oak. It was rescued from the water by Mr Herriot and it soon dried off 
and flew away.  
 
Purple Hairstreak caterpillars feed on the leaf buds and young foliage of oaks. They are therefore re-
stricted to areas with oaks, particularly Pedunculate Oak, Quercus robur but they may also use Sessile 
Oak, Q. petraea, or Q. robor/petraea hybrids. In England there is good evidence of range expansion in 
Northumberland, County Durham and elsewhere (Fox et al, 2006). The species tends to be under-
recorded in central Scotland (Futter et al, 2006). The butterflies tend to fly around the tops of oak 
and ash trees, and so are easily over-looked. New records probably represent under-recording in the 
past, rather than a real expansion. It is quite possible that more colonies of Purple Hairstreaks remain 
to be found on the island.  
 
The author would welcome any further records of these or other butterflies from the island. 
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In his update on Bute vertebrates in the last issue of the Transactions, Gibson (2004) mentions that 
to the best of his knowledge, although the species has been detected from its echolocation calls, 
there have been no specimens of Natterer’s Bat, Myotis nattereri found on the island.  I would like 
to place on record information about a specimen of this species from Bute in Glasgow Museums’ 
Collection. 
 
The specimen (an adult female) was found dead at Bogany House, Craigmore, Rothesay, having 
been killed by a cat on 24 Sept 1988.  Mrs Lilian Hall, who found it and donated it to Glasgow Mu-
seums believed the bat may have come from St Brendan's Church tower, next door. The specimen 
is preserved as a cabinet skin, registration number Z.2000.2. 
 
The only other bat in the collection from Bute is a Brown Long-eared bat, Plecotus auritus. It was 
discovered alive in the roof space of a house in Eden Place, Rothesay by Ian Hopkins in October 
1985, but later died after the disturbance. It is also preserved as a cabinet skin, registration number 
Z.1986.15. 
 
Both specimens are kept in the reference collection at Glasgow Museums Resource Centre, Nitshill, 
Glasgow. 
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