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The first phase of the Bute Flora Project was completed in 2005 with the publication of a Check-list 
of Flowering plants and Ferns, giving brief notes on habitat, frequency, distribution and status.  
This was the first published list for almost a century (cf Ballantyne 1911), and the first ever to aspire 
to completeness.  Over 700 species are listed, but much remains to be done, and further records are 
always welcomed, with details of the precise locality. 

The following year a Rare Plant Register was drawn up for the island, listing the locations of over 
200 nationally or locally rare, scarce or threatened species.  This is part of a national project 
supported by BSBI to provide information for agencies or individuals involved in conservation 
work or assessing development proposals. The list is up-dated regularly and may be consulted at the 
Museum on application to the librarian. 

In 2008 a companion to the Bute Check-list was published for the island of Great Cumbrae.  This 
lists some 660 species recorded on the island through nearly two centuries of botanical work, and 
shows some of the changes that have taken place in that time.  Around 560 species have been seen 
in the last few years, making Cumbrae one of the richest botanical areas in Scotland for its size.  It 
is re-assuring to find that many species absent from the last published list (Rhind 1988) are still 
present on the island. 

Since 2005, the second phase of the Bute project has seen records being collected from small areas of 
sample habitats, to help gain an ecological understanding of the island landscape.  At the same time, 
1km squares are being used as the basis for all new records, and it is hoped to build up a good list 
for every square over the next few years.  This method of recording is necessary for compatibility 
with the Mapmate computer programme which the BSBI uses to handle records, and is made 
practicable by the advent of GPS, which has transformed the precision of field recording. 

Two older Transactions items deserve comment. Janet Maclagan (1930) mentions two records of 
particular interest.  Pyrola minor (Port Bannatyne) and Ruppia maritima (Dunagoil bay) are species 
that have not been recorded on the island in recent years, and for which continued search should be 
made.  Both are relatively inconspicuous, and it is by no means impossible that they may continue 
to grow here. It is good to be able to report that all the flowers mentioned by Dorothy Marshall 
(1980) can still be found.  Moschatel is widespread, and pennywort common on the cliffs.  Centaury 
and early purple orchid occur here and there (the largest colony of the latter behind Kilchousland 
chapel).  Field gentian is rare, but can still be found along the rocky shores north of Skerral point.. 

Recent finds of interest include Cowberry (Vaccinium vitis-idaea), last seen by James Robertson in 
1769 and Cranberry (Vaccinium oxycoccos), never previously recorded from Bute, but now known 
both from the northern hills and on Scoulag moor. Both species may yet be found also in other 
parts of the island. 
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