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Ladybirds on Bute 
 
Glyn and Dawn Collis 
Seasgair, Ascog, Isle of Bute. 
 
Ladybirds are attractive and familiar insects, easy to observe and less threatening in appearance than 
most other beetles.  An additional point in their favour, especially for gardeners, is that the adults 
and larvae of most species feed on aphids (greenfly and whitefly). One exception is the Orange 
ladybird that feeds mainly on mildew, especially that on Sycamore leaves, though it will also take 
small aphids. 
 
Ladybirds belong to the beetle family Coccinellidae.  There are forty-six species of this family 
resident in Britain, but only 26 of these are readily recognisable as ladybirds. Most have common 
names referring to the number or colour of their spots. However, simply counting the spots is not a 
reliable way of identifying species. The majority of species have a considerable range of variation in 
number of spots, it is common for spots to merge into one another, and many species have 
melanistic (blackish) forms.  Nonetheless, ladybirds are not too difficult to identify. We have found 
the slim book by Majerus and Kearns (1989) very useful.  There is also a full-colour fold-out 
identification chart published by the Field Studies Council, and a wealth of information is available 
on the internet. 
 
An appeal for records of Ladybirds was included in the Spring 2007 Newsletter of the Buteshire 
Natural History Society.  Since that time we have accumulated records of seven species found on 
Bute.  It is anticipated that further species will be discovered here, for example the hieroglyphic 
ladybird which is found on heather. 
 
Species list 
24 spot ladybird, Subcoccinella 24-punctata 
Larch ladybird, Aphidecta obliterata 
2 spot ladybird, Adalia 2-punctata 
10 spot ladybird, Adalia 10-punctata 
7 spot ladybird, Coccinella 7-punctata 
Orange ladybird, Halyzia 16-guttata 
Cream-spot ladybird, Calvia 14-guttata 
 
In the last two years the most common Bute species have been the 7 spot ladybird and the Orange 
ladybird. This has not always been the case; the Orange ladybird was once a scarce species but it has 
become much more common and widespread in Britain in recent years.  We have only three 
records of the 10 spot ladybird on Bute, but a wide scatter of locations: Rothesay, Dunagoil and 
Ascog.  We have just single records of the other four species: the 24 spot ladybird from the 
shoreline south of Ascog, the 2 spot ladybird from a garden in Rothesay, the Larch Ladybird from a 
garden in Ascog, and the Cream-spot from an uncertain location in South Bute.  The recollection of 
at least one of our informants is that the 2 spot ladybird used to be much more common in Bute 
than it is now. 
 
We are very grateful for ladybird records received from Ivor Gibbs, Phil Kirkham, Catriona 
McIntyre, Linda McIntyre, Billy Shields and Maria van Oostende.  Peter Brown and Richard 
Weddle kindly checked some of the identifications.  We would be very pleased to receive further 
records, even of the most common species; digital photographs with date and location are ideal for 
this purpose. 
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