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Biological eponyms among members of the Buteshire Natural History 
Society: Alexander Patience, Sheina Marshall and Archie Lamont 
 
Glyn Collis 
Seasgair, Ascog, Isle of Bute. 
 
One of the ways that biologists can honour the names of others who have made significant 
contributions to biological science is in the naming of species.  For example, the garden shrub 
Berberis darwinii, a native of Chile known for its bright orange flowers and fruit, and widely 
planted in Bute gardens, is named in honour of Charles Darwin, the originator of the Theory of 
Evolution which provides a cornerstone for Biology.  As befits his foundational role, numerous 
plant and animal species are named after Darwin.  More modest contributions to biological science 
which are similarly honoured in species eponyms usually indicate significant respect for the person 
involved. 
 
It is noteworthy that at least four former members of the Buteshire Natural History Society have 
also been honoured in the naming of species.  Two were specialists in crustacea – the group of 
animals that includes the familiar crabs, lobsters, prawns and shrimps, plus many microscopic forms 
that contribute to the zooplankton of sea and freshwater, and also the woodlice (slaters) which, 
unusually for crustacea, are adapted for life on land.  These two persons were Alexander Patience 
(b1865, d1954) and Sheina Marshall (b1896, d1977).  The third former member was Archie Lamont 
(b1907, d1985), a geologist specialising in fossils and their use in unravelling complex sequences of 
rock formation.  The fourth was Richard Elmhirst (b1884, d1948) after whom Patience named a 
new species (see below).  The discovery that Elmhirst was also a corresponding member of the 
Buteshire Natural History Society came too late to include an account of Elmhirst’s life in this 
article.  Appraisals of Elmhirst’s work appear in a book Essays in Marine Biology, being the Richard 
Elmhirst Memorial Lectures (Marshall & Orr, 1953). 
 
Alexander Patience 
 
Alexander Patience is best known for discovering four species of woodlice (slaters) as new to 
science.  This aspect of his work is well summarised by Hancock (1992).  He also made important 
contributions to the study of marine crustacea.  Very little was known about other aspects of 
Patience’s life, including the years of his birth and death, until the recent paper by Moore and 
Hancock (2004).  Patience was born in Inverness on 11th May 1877, the son of a shipmaster, but 
much of his childhood was spent in Greenock.  Subsequently he moved to Glasgow.  He worked as 
a clerk for Wm Metcalfe & Sons, insurance agents and valuators, at 140 London Street (now 
London Road), Parkhead, Glasgow, an address he used widely in his natural history 
correspondence, probably because he moved between rented apartments in Glasgow.  He married a 
schoolmistress Elizabeth MacKinnon in 1897, with whom he had two daughters before she died in 
1904.  At the end of 1905 he married again – to Isabella Wilson Robertson with whom he had a 
third daughter.  He died on New Years day 1954, his second wife surviving him by just six months. 
 
Patience joined the Glasgow Natural History Society in 1899 and later served at least two terms on 
its Council.  He was a corresponding member of the Buteshire Natural History Society from 1910 
and clearly knew the Marshall family quite well as in one of his papers he records collecting 
woodlice in Dr Marshall’s Garden in Battery Place, Rothesay (Patience 1908), and he mentions 
woodlice he collected in Rothesay in an earlier paper (Patience, 1906).  He gave a lecture to the 
Buteshire Natural History Society in 1907, standing in for a pre-arranged speaker who was unable 
to attend.  The lecture was entitled ‘The depths of the Sea’ and was accompanied by lantern 
illustrations.  He later published a paper on marine crustacea in the Society’s Transactions (Patience, 
1910). 
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Patience was very much an amateur, pursuing his studies on crustacea as and when the demands of 
his job as a clerk, his duties to his family, and his financial resources allowed.  Patience’s interests in 
crustacea extended beyond woodlice.  Much of his work was based at the Marine Biological Station 
at Millport, his name first appearing in the Station’s annual reports in 1897 (Moore & Hancock, 
2004).  Moore and Hancock reveal that Patience had ambitions to study crustacea from many 
different parts of the world.  It would appear that he had the ability to fulfil this dream, and it is 
not clear what factors led him to step back from this ambition.  In considering a number of possible 
explanations, Moore and Hancock indicate that the degenerative disease Huntingdon’s chorea ran 
in the Patience family and this may have caused the premature curtailment of his natural history 
research. 
 
Patience described four species of woodlice new to science:  Trichoniscus linearis, now known as 
Miktoniscus linearis; Trichoniscoides sarsi; Trichoniscus spinosus now known as  Styloniscus spinosus; 
Trichoniscus stebbingi, now known as Cordioniscus stebbingi (changes in the first element of these 
names – the genus – reflect advancements in understanding relationships with other species).  All 
four species belong to the group now known colloquially as pygmy woodlice; they are tiny 
(typically less than 5mm long) and their identification requires careful microscopic examination of 
the genitalia. 
 
Patience named Trichoniscoides sarsi after an eminent Norwegian crustacean expert G.O.Sars, with 
whom he corresponded (Patience, 1908).  He named Cordioniscus stebbingi after Reverend Thomas 
R. R. Stebbing, a prominent British crustacean expert who helped Patience gain access to relevant 
literature (Patience, 1907), a recurring problem for Patience as an amateur of limited means (Moore 
& Hancock, 2004).  Patience also described a new species of amphipod, Isaea elmhirsti (Patience 
1909).  Amphipods include the familiar sand hoppers of the seashore, but Patience’s species is from 
deeper water and lives commensally with lobsters.  It was named after Richard Elmhirst, director of 
the Marine Biological Station at Millport from 1907.  Unlike his predecessor, Elmhirst was 
apparently welcoming to amateurs like Patience.  Elmhirst was also a corresponding member of the 
Buteshire Natural History Society. 
 
Patience had two species of woodlice named in his honour.  Richard S. Bagnall, a prominent 
entomologist, collected a number of invertebrates in the hothouses of Kew Botanical Gardens, 
including a small woodlouse.  He must have sent some specimens to Patience for comment as, in his 
paper describing the species, Bagnall (1907) mentioned that Patience had dissected it and provided 
illustrations, presumably those used in the paper.  The species was named Philoscia patiencei; it was 
subsequently moved to a new genus (as was anticipated by Bagnall) and it is now known as 
Chaetophiloscia patiencei or Setaphora patiencei, a situation that reflects uncertainty about how this 
species is related to others.  Although first discovered in Britain, it is not native here.  Its natural 
range includes Madeira and the Azores. 
 
Albert Vandel, arguably the foremost authority on woodlice for much of the twentieth century, 
named a second species after Patience: Miktoniscus patiencei (Vandel, 1946).  In so doing he offered a 
particularly appreciative appraisal of Patience’s contribution: “Je propose d’attribuer à la form 
Wimereux le nom de patiencei, en l’honneur du zoologiste anglais qui a, le premier, décrit un 
Miktoniscus avec précision.”  I offer this translation: “I propose to assign to the form from 
Wimereux (Pas de Calais) the name patiencei, in honour of the British zoologist who was the first to 
precisely describe (a species of) Miktoniscus” (parenthesised text added from context).  Vandel was 
referring to the species originally described by Patience as Trichoniscus linearis.  The genus 
Miktoniscus was not created until 1930 (by A. Kesselyák) once a number of similar species had been 
discovered.  Patience was no longer active when Vandel honoured him in this way so there would 
not have been the kind of reciprocal friendship or collaboration that Patience had with Stebbing 
and Bagnall.  Interestingly, although Vandel’s species Miktoniscus patiencei was first discovered just 
across the channel from southern England, it was not discovered in Britain until 1976 when it was 
found on the coasts of Cornwall and the Isle of Wight. 
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Patience might easily have had a further species named after him.  He had collected some parasitic 
marine isopods which he passed to Thomas Scott.  Scott thought there were two different species, 
both new to science.  He named the first Pleurocrypta cluthae and the second P.patiencei.  
Regrettably the latter was later discovered to be the same species as the former, and so the name 
Pleurocrypta patiencei lapsed (Moore, 2006). 
 
Sheina Marshall 
 
The biography by Russell (1978) is the single most useful source of information about Sheina 
Marshall.  McLaughlin and Gilchrist (1993) provided a brief appraisal of her contribution to the 
study of crustacea, and there are also more recent brief biographies by Haines (2001), Deacon (2004) 
and Cross (2006) which, although somewhat derivative, provide contemporary perspectives. 
 
Sheina Marshall was born at Stewart Hall, Rothesay on 20 April 1896, the middle of three 
daughters of John Nairn Marshall, medical practitioner, and Jean Colville Binnie.  Her older sister 
was Margaret Marshall who became a prominent figure in the nursing profession in Scotland.  Her 
younger sister was Dorothy Marshall, for many years a leading figure in the Buteshire Natural 
History Society and Bute Museum.  Doubtless Sheina’s education was influenced by her father’s 
strong interest in Natural History.  John Marshall was a founder of the Buteshire Natural History 
Society and is reported to have provided Sheina with books on Geology and Zoology, including 
some of Darwin’s work.  Much later, in a paper read to the Buteshire Natural History Society in 
1944 (Marshall, 1945), she cites Darwin’s work as “calling the attention of biologists back from the 
anatomy of the dead animal to the living animal, to its development, its habits, its adaptation to the 
environment…”.  That quotation aptly describes her own approach to biology. 
 
Sheina’s early education was provided by a governess.  Subsequently she attended Rothesay 
Academy and St Margaret’s School, Polmont.  She entered Glasgow University in 1914 but 
between her first and second year she took a year away from her studies to work for her uncle, 
metallurgist J.S.Macarthur, who had set up a business at Balloch using radium to illuminate clock 
faces and instrument dials for the armed forces.  She resumed her studies in 1916.  In 1919, having 
studied zoology, botany, and physiology, she was awarded a BSc with distinction.  She was then 
awarded a Carnegie Fellowship from 1920 to 1922, working with John Graham Kerr, Professor of 
Zoology at Glasgow.  During this time she studied an embryo of the anteater Myrmecophaga jubata, 
which had been collected in Paraguay by W.E.Agar who was a demonstrator at Glasgow 
University.  This work led to Sheina’s first scientific paper, which was published in 1921.  Also 
during this time, she conducted a careful study of the structure and behaviour of Hydra (an 
organism well known to several generations of school children); this work was the basis of her 
second paper in 1923.  Her work on these two projects clearly impressed Kerr for he suggested to 
Sheina that she should take a job at the Scottish Marine Biological Association’s Research Station at 
Millport, where she was based for the remainder of her career.  During her time at Millport she 
must have known Alexander Patience. 
 
When appointed, the title of Sheina Marshall’s post at Millport was “Naturalist”.  At Millport she 
started work on marine microplankton, as a result of which she discovered and described a new 
species of dinoflagellate (a single-celled plant-like organism) Protoerythropsis vigilans (Marshall, 
1925), now known as Nematopsides vigilans.  Later, Sheina Marshall would return to taxonomy and 
systematics (the naming and classifying of organisms), again working on unicellular plankton.  
However, her life’s work was to be dominated by a new kind of biology which was much more 
ecological in nature, and this work was to be ground-breaking.  The focus was on marine food 
chains, mainly in conjunction with planktonic copepods – small crustaceans which feed on 
microplankton and also, she discovered, on other crustaceans.  Most famously she focused on 
Calanus finmarchicus, but she also investigated a variety of other copepod species.  These animals 
are important in the diet of fish and thus have a pivotal role in the productivity of the seas. 
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In the year following Sheina’s appointment at Millport, a young chemist A.P. Orr was appointed as 
a Biochemical Assistant to survey the physical conditions of the Clyde Sea Area.  Together they set 
about investigating how the physical and chemical conditions of the sea influenced the nature and 
abundance of marine organisms.  For example, in an early study in Loch Striven they collected data 
at two different locations in the loch on water temperature, salinity and acidity; on concentrations 
of oxygen, phosphate, nitrate, nitrite and silicate; on wind speed and hours of sunshine; and on 
phytoplankton and zooplankton.  Such a study had never been done before and provided great 
insight into factors affecting the production of marine organisms.  The collaboration between these 
two scientists was to last until Orr’s death in 1962.  Orr himself became a member of the Buteshire 
Natural History Society , as did Mrs A.P. Orr. 
 
Both Marshall and Orr collaborated with other workers too, but there was clearly something rather 
special about the Marshall/Orr scientific team which eventually led them co-authoring over 40 
papers as well as the well known book Biology of a Marine Copepod (Marshall & Orr, 1955) which 
was revised and reprinted in 1962.  Russell (1978, p385) comments that “It is probable that it was 
her quiet unassuming persistence that was the driving force in the Marshall and Orr combination.”  
After Orr’s death, Sheina prepared for publication Orr’s Buckland Lectures delivered in 1957 
resulting in the book The Fertile Sea (Orr & Marshall, 1969).  In 1965 she started a collaboration 
with E.D.S Corner, a biochemist who worked at the Plymouth marine laboratory.  Together they 
were able to fill some of the remaining gaps in knowledge of copepod nutrition.  Corner wrote a 
moving account of this collaboration, which is quoted extensively by Russell (1978). 
 
Sheina Marshall and A.P. Orr both took 18 months leave of absence from Millport to go on the 
Great Barrier Reef Expedition 1928-29 organised by the British Association and the Royal Society.  
Using their complementary knowledge and skills, they collaborated in studying various aspects of 
the biology of coral.  During the expedition, Sheina also described two more new species of single 
celled  plankton: Craterella aperta and Daturella lacunae (Marshall, 1934).  Soon after returning to 
Britain she gave a lecture about the expedition to the Buteshire Natural History Society, which 
formed the basis of a delightful account in the Transactions (Marshall, 1930).  Sir Maurice Yonge, 
leader of the expedition, later wrote “Looking back, I cannot conceive of the Great Barrier Reef 
expedition . . . . without the scientific and personal contributions by Sheina Marshall and A.P. 
Orr” (Russell 1978, p381). 
 
Both Sheina and A.P. Orr were awarded DSc degrees by Glasgow University.  Such degrees are 
awarded for individual rather than collaborative work, but their parallel paths are reflected by their 
degrees being awarded in the same year, 1934.  Sheina Marshall’s thesis is entitled On the conditions 
influencing diatom growth in the sea, A.P. Orr’s is entitled Physical and chemical conditions in sea 
water in relation to plant growth.  One achievement that was not synchronous was their election as 
Fellows of the Royal Society of Edinburgh.  Orr was elected in 1948.  Marshall was elected the 
following year, with Orr as one of her proposers.  She was one of a group of five women who were 
the first to be elected after it was finally agreed that this honour could be extended to women.  In 
1971, the Royal Society of Edinburgh awarded her its prestigious Neill Prize.  Sheina was elected a 
Fellow of the Royal Society of London in 1963 and honoured with an OBE in 1966.  Also in 1966, 
a book was published in honour of Marshall and Orr, with original contributions by a number of 
marine biologists (Barnes, 1966). 
 
In 1974, Bruce Frost of the University of Washington named a new species of copepod in honour of 
Sheina Marshall; he wrote “Calanus marshallae is named in honor of Dr. S.M. Marshall who, 
together with the late A.P. Orr, pioneered the ecological study of marine planktonic copepods, 
especially species of the genus Calanus” (Frost, 1974).  In 2007, in response to an email from me 
asking whether he could expand on this, Bruce Frost responded with the following (which I quote 
in full). 
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“Memories of Sheina Marshall 
 
“I first became acquainted with Sheina’s scientific work early in my academic career, having read 
her wonderful book, The Biology of a Marine Copepod, during the summer of 1962 when I was an 
undergraduate research fellow at Boston University.  The book was an inspiration for my 
subsequent undergraduate research project on zooplankton at Bowdoin College, and no doubt 
set me on the path to a research career specializing on planktonic copepods, especially Calanus, 
for the next 45 years. 
 
“I met Sheina when she visited Seattle in (I think) the spring or early summer of 1971.  As you 
know, she had spent time in 1970-71 in the Food Chain Research Group at Scripps.  Sheina and I 
must have discussed my taxonomic work on Calanus (she cited my 1971 taxonomic paper in the 
republication of The Biology of a Marine Copepod).  I recall that she was very interested in my 
work, especially on the taxonomic status of the North Atlantic species of Calanus.  Her 
encouragement was no doubt an inducement to me to complete the work in my 1974 paper.  
That, together with my deep appreciation of her research, led me to name the undescribed 
North Pacific species Calanus marshallae in her honor (see p. 94 of Frost, 1974). 
 
“My family and I visited Sheina at Millport in the fall of 1975, when I was on sabbatical leave at 
the Fisheries Laboratory in Aberdeen, Scotland.  She met us at the ferry landing where we (me, 
wife, son, and daughter) packed into her Morris Mini and had a short but thrilling drive, barely 
missing a stone gate at one point.  I think her vision was already failing.  She was a gracious 
hostess to us and later, at the Millport lab aquarium, entertained my son and daughter by 
inducing scallops to an escape reaction from a starfish.” 
 

More information on Frost’s own scientific work can be found in Banse (2002). 
 
Archie Lamont 
 
The best published biographical sources on Archie Lamont are obituaries by Waterston (1986) and 
Clarkson (1991).  Robinson (2004) offers a delightful personal view of Archie’s character.  Bovey 
(1989) gives a brief summary of his extensive non-scientific writing.  In addition, in the National 
Library of Scotland, Edinburgh, there is a copy of a “Personal Record” handwritten by Archie 
Lamont on a proforma produced by the Royal Society of Edinburgh.  This has proved a useful 
source of information about his early life; clearly, both Waterston and Clarkson used it too. 

Archie Lamont was born on 21st October 1907 in Ardbeg Villa, Rothesay.  His father was John 
MacNab Lamont OBE, JP, a partner in the legal firm of Wilson, Alexander & Co.; his mother was 
Barbara Mathie from Glasgow.  Archie had a younger sister Marion and a brother James born in 
1911 and 1916 respectively at Fernbank, Port Bannatyne.  Archie noted that an Irish catholic 
nursemaid Mary Judge was a significant influence in his early life.  She had been an emigrant to 
Chicago as well as a worker in cotton weaving and in a convalescent home for Glasgow Royal 
Infirmary.  She continually read him newspapers and books, including stories by Cervantes (the 
author of Don Quixote), speeches by the Irish home rule politician John Redmond; and accounts of 
Greek victories in the Balkan wars.  His father “countered” (Archie’s word) by reading him stories 
by Walter Scott. 

Archie was educated at Port Bannatyne Public School and Rothesay Academy.  He mentions not 
doing any science in his final three years at the Academy, but he broadened his education using 
Chambers Encyclopaedia at home and by spending school lunch hours in the Norman Stewart 
reading rooms in Rothesay.  He was Dux medallist at the Academy in 1925, and won a bursary to 
Glasgow University to study for a Classics MA. 

In Glasgow, somehow Archie “caught the bug” for geology.  Toward the end of his MA he took a 
course in geology, and it seems that he has much impressed by J.W.Gregory, Professor of Geology 
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in Glasgow at the time, helped by Gregory’s support for a mid Scotland ship canal, a cause dear to 
the hearts of nationalists like Archie.  After graduating with an MA in April 1928 (taking just 2½ 
years instead of 4), he studied Hebrew for a term with a view to entering Divinity but an offer of a 
student demonstratorship led him to start a BSc degree in geology.  He gave up the 
demonstratorship in 1930 as he had been ill with pneumonia and also he wanted to concentrate on 
the election of Compton Mackenzie who was standing as Scottish Nationalist candidate for the 
position of Rector at Glasgow University.  Nonetheless in June 1931 he gained a first class honours 
degree in geology, alongside two distinguished colleagues: J.G.C.Anderson who later became 
Professor of Geology at University College, Cardiff, and A. Kerr Pringle who became Professor of 
Geology at the University of Strathclyde.  During his time as an undergraduate, Archie wrote the 
first of three articles he published in the Society’s Transactions (Lamont, 1930; 1935b; 1945). 

With Anderson, Archie wrote a joint paper The geology of the Glasgow district from its quarries, 
which was published in The Quarry Managers Journal (Anderson & Lamont, 1935).  This was the 
first of many papers that Archie published in that journal.  While it was laudable to communicate 
science to a non-scientific audience using such a publication, later in his career it would become a 
habit of Archie to eschew publication in properly refereed scientific journals in favour of other 
outlets.  This created two problems.  Firstly the publications were not readily accessible in scientific 
libraries.  This caused great difficulties for subsequent workers trying to track down details of his 
work; it is one factor that led me not to try to list all the new species described by Archie Lamont.  
Secondly, his descriptions of his discoveries, including new species of fossil, were not so precise as 
they would have been had they benefited from scrutiny by appropriate referees.  He was not 
lacking a good “eye” for detail; he clearly did not like critical comment.  As a consequence, 
problems in the description of fossils came to dominate later palaeontologists’ appraisal of some of 
Lamont’s work (contrasting with Vandel’s praise of Patience’s careful description of Miktoniscus 
linearis). 
 
After graduating, Archie was awarded a Carnegie Scholarship to study for a PhD at Glasgow 
University.  For this, he undertook an investigation of the Ordovician and Silurian rocks of the 
Girvan District.  He was awarded a PhD in 1935.  From this work he published several well-
received papers in mainstream scientific journals (e.g. Lamont 1934, 1935a) and these are still being 
cited in the 21st century scientific literature.  The work included descriptions of a number of new 
species of fossil among the material he collected.  In addition some of this material was passed to the 
Hunterian Museum at Glasgow University.  Some of Archie’s specimens, together with specimens 
collected in the same area by other workers, were examined by McBride and Spencer (1938) who 
described three new species, each named after the respective collector.  One, an echinoid (sea 
urchin), had been collected by Archie Lamont and was named Ectinechinus lamonti in 
acknowledgement.  Half a century later, Dr Neil Clark of the Hunterian Museum suggested to 
Stephen Donovan that he might like to examine another of Archie’s specimens from the Girvan 
area.  This turned out to be a unique specimen in a family of echinoids unknown elsewhere in 
Britain.  It was named Serendipocrinus lamonti (Donovan, 1992). 
 
After the PhD, Archie received a Carnegie Fellowship and went to Ireland to study the early 
Ordovician rocks of County Waterford and sedimentary processes in County Dublin.  This was 
also high quality work published in respectable scientific journals.  In January 1936 Archie Lamont 
married Rose Bannatyne MacKinlay at Blytheswood Registry Office, Glasgow.  Rose had graduated 
at Glasgow University in 1935 with a first class honours degree in Zoology.  She was the daughter 
of Coll MacKinlay, a marine engineer, and had been Dux of Kilmarnock Academy.  The marriage 
did not last very long but they had one son, Patrick John Coll Lamont, born in Dublin in 1936.  
Patrick was also a gifted scholar, gaining a first class degree and a PhD in Mathematics at the 
University of Glasgow.  Later, he left a secure post at Birmingham University to work in the USA, 
ending up as a full Professor at the University of Western Illinois where he died in 1998.  There is a 
Professor Patrick Lamont Prize, established in his memory, for undergraduates in the Department 
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of Mathematics at Glasgow University.  Patrick’s ashes were interred at the family grave at Cnoc an 
Rath. 
 
From 1939 to 1944 Archie Lamont was an Assistant Lecturer then Lecturer at the University of 
Birmingham.  He was a thoroughly committed conscientious objector.  During this time he 
supervised PhD work by H.B.Whittington who later became Woodwardian Professor of Geology 
at Cambridge.  Clarkson (1991) mentions that Whittington held Archie Lamont in high regard.  
Also while at Birmingham, he published a volume of collected poems under the title Patria deserta 
and dedicated to his mother (Lamont, 1943).  Waterston (1986) quoted from the Times Literary 
Supplement of 1st January 1944: “a reflective and scholarly poet as well as lyrical”.  Toward the end 
of the war years he moved back to Scotland.  He worked at the Grant Institute of Geological 
Sciences at the University of Edinburgh, funded by fellowships from the Carnegie Trust and the 
University.  He edited a posthumous paper by B.B.Bancroft (1949) for the proceedings of the Royal 
Society of London.  He clearly admired Bancroft’s work which was much criticised in certain 
quarters but which, in Clarkson’s view, broadly prevailed, in part because of Archie’s efforts. 
 
Archie Lamont was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh in 1950, but it was not long 
before he had to leave the Grant Institute which led to great bitterness.  He had always been a 
prolific writer on behalf of the Scottish Nationalist cause, and now this increasingly dominated his 
output.  He did not entirely neglect science, starting his own Scottish Journal of Science.  Despite the 
title, even this publication included political and historical essays as well as essays on geology and 
aspects of biology.  His last paper in a conventional scientific journal was on conodonts (tooth-like 
remains of a very primitive aquatic vertebrate) in Ordovician rocks in southern Scotland (Lamont 
& Lindstrom, 1957).  This is another of his papers that is still cited in the 21st century.  The last 
geological paper in the Scottish Journal of Science was published in February 1984. 
 
Archie had long been associated with, and written pamphlets for, the Scottish Secretariat, an 
organisation founded and run by R.E.Muirhead, campaigning for the Scottish Nationalist cause 
while trying to maintain party-political neutrality.  At some stage Archie Lamont took over the 
running of the Scottish Secretariat, and this increasingly absorbed his time and attention.  
Nonetheless, he still found time for a small amount of geological activity.  He increasingly lived the 
life of a recluse in his cottage in Carlops, where he died on 16th March 1986. 
 
It is not easy to evaluate the significance of the work of this enigmatic man.  However, he published 
a respectable number of scientific papers, including three in the prestigious journal Nature; his 
papers are still referred to in 21st century Geological literature, with some workers taking the 
trouble to seek out his publications in obscure outlets such as the Quarry Managers Journal and 
Cement Lime and Gravel.  Moreover, his contribution is being honoured among a new generation 
of palaeontologists working on a completely different kind of material.  Charles Wellman of the 
Natural History Museum, London (now at the University of Sheffield) works on fossilised spores 
of the earliest land plants.  He named a species Hispanaediscus lamontii after Archie Lamont who 
had suggested in a conference paper in 1948 (Lamont, 1952) that the age of certain deposits in the 
Stonehaven area were older than generally believed at the time.  The evidence from fossil spores 
obtained by Wellman, including H.lamontii, suggests that Archie was correct (Wellman, 1993). 
 
Acknowledgments.   
I had read Patience’s woodlice papers soon after we moved to the Glasgow area in 1972, and I must 
have seen his mention of collecting in Dr Marshall’s garden in Battery Place, but I did not recognise 
the significance of this until 30 years later when I was preparing a talk on woodlice for the 
Buteshire Natural History Society.  In a very different context Julian Hill suggested that I read 
Archie Lamont’s (1935) Transactions article on Glen More as a preglacial valley.  Doubts about his 
interpretation led me to look further at Lamont’s work.  However, the immediate stimulus for this 
article was Leonard Cumming’s short talk on the Marshall family at the centenary celebration of 
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the Buteshire Natural History Society which led me to look at Sheina Marshall’s work and to 
discover Frost’s Calanus species.  Many people in the Society have patiently listened to me talking 
about these three persons, and given me further information.  Jess Sandeman, Malcolm McMillan, 
Bill Lavender and Billy Sprowl were particularly helpful about Archie Lamont, as were Keith 
Bovey, Euan Clarkson and Charles Wellman.  David Damkaer and Bruce Frost in the USA and 
Geoff Moore at Millport helped with information on Sheina Marshall, and Geoff Moore’s research 
on Alexander Patience’s personal history was a revelation.  Jean McMillan was always available as a 
source of information and advice.  Toni Collis gave invaluable help with access to literature.  As 
editor, Angus Hannah very patiently waited for the article to be finished. 
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