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FINDS FROM THE CHAPEL SITE AT ST. NINIAN’S
POINT,
ISLE OF BUTE

by J. G. Scott, M. A.

It seems likely that all seven flints apparently to be included in the
‘finds from the Early Christian chapel site at St. Ninian’s Point are late
Neolithic or Bronze Age, though one (no. 7) is probably not an artefact.
The three blades, nos. 2, 3 and 4, superficially appear Mesolithic in
aspect, but it is not conceivable, because of the transgression of the sea
in the Mesolithic and Farly Neolithic periods, that Mesolithic finds
could have survived on so low-lying a site.

I Utilised blade, 5.5 x 1.9¢m, struck from some grey chert-like
stone, with most of the cortex remaining on one face. One edge may
have been battered to make the blade easier to use as a knife or scraper.
Found close to enclosing wall on S side. Probably Neolithic (Fig. 1).

2 Utilised flint blade, 4.8 x 2cm, retouched along most of one
edge and part of the opposite edge. Found as 1. Probably Neolithic (Fig.

D

3 Utilised flint blade 4.8 x 2.2cm, with bulb or cortex removed
and slight retouch to one edge in this area. Found as 1. Probably
Neolithic (Fig. 1)

4 Unfinished flint arrowhead, 3.6 x 2.8 cm, perhaps Bronze
Age rather than Neolithic in date, inasmuch as the only retouched edge
is straight, suggesting that a barbed and tanged head, and not a leaf-
shaped one, was being manufactured. Presumably from E side of
enclosure wall, possibly from midden outside of wall and running under
it. (Fig. 1)

5 Small leaf-shaped flint arrowhead, 2 x 1.5cm, completely
worked on one face and partially on the other, the base perhaps
reworked after damage. Neolithic. Found as 4. (Fig. 1)

6 Backed flint knife, 3.2 x 3cm, made from an almost round
blade with the minimum of retouch. Neolithic rather than Bronze Age.
No definite location. (Fig. 1)
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7 Waste flint flake, 3.9 x 2.3cm, struck perhaps from a beach
pebble, with much of cortex in place. Not an implement, but perhaps
utilised. Probably Neolithic. No definite location. (Fig 1)

8 Mediaeval potsherd, perhaps 12th century. No definite location.

9 Almost unabraded sherd from decorated samian bowl. Rather
thick fabric suggests Antonine rather than earlier date. Found on floor
of chapel.

17  Wheel-turned potsherd of hard grey fabric with dull greyish-
green glaze. Presumably sherd described as late 16th century (Aitken,
66). Found at base of infill of chapel.

I8 Wheel-turned potshed of hard grey fabric with olive-green
glaze. Presumably sherd described as carly 17th century (Aitken, 66).
Found as 17.

19 Sherd of thick hand-made earthenware, the outer surface
llecked with green oxidised inclusions. Shows signs of uneven firing.
Suggested as part of a crucible (Aitken, Appx. B, 70, no.3), but has
no trace of slag. Purpose uncertain, but probably prehistoric rather than
mediaeval. Unstratified; from eastern area of enclosure.

Glass

15 Base of oval glass flask or bottle, with pontil mark. This might
be a bottle for Riga Balsam, sold for the relief of flatulance apparently
in the first half of the 19th century. Riga Balsam was made in Russia
and exported through Riga. “It was sold in a pale-green glass flask with
a flat-sided round body and long neck, measuring about 12cm long
overall and 2.5cm wide, —” cf Geoffrey Wills, The Bottle-collector’s
Guide (John Bartholomew and Son Limited (1977 93 (with
illustrations), 94  (Fig 2).

16 A brooch of brass gilded with “pinchbeck” dated by both R.B.
K. Syevenson and R. A. Hattatt to the 18th century (Fig. 2).
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