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RINGED BIRDS ON BUTE
By Ion Hopkins

The British Trust for Ornithology has organised the Bird
Ringing Scheme in Britain since 1937. At present, approxi-
mately half-c-million birds are ringed each year, resulting in
10-15,000 recoveries each year.

I have been ringing birds on Bute since 1970, but have
not had any recoveries of note, as most of them are birds
which are sedentary. However, I did ring an adult willow
warbler one summer, and caught the same bird at the exact
same spot for the next two summers, This demonstrates the
amazing powers of navigation birds have, as willow
warblers spend their winters in Africa. I have also just
received word of a male hen harrier I ringed as a nestling
on Bute in July 1979, which was found dead in France in
April 1980.

Over the years I have found a few ringed birds on
Bute, both dead and dlive, and have also had rings given to
me by friends, and so I thought it would be interesting to
have them published. The list that follows contains all
recoveries I have received to date.
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