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BUTE ECCLESIASTICAL NOTES, 1639 To 1661.
By R. D. WayrE.
(Read 14th December. 1943.)

The ecclesiastical history of Bute has been very
fully dealt with in Blain’s History of Bute and by Dr.
Hewison in Bute in the Olden Time. The Minutes of
ihe Synod of Argyll from 1639 to 1661, edited by the
late Mr Duncan C. Mactavish, Joint County Clerk of
Avgyll, and published by the Scottish History Society,
give some additional information which 1s my excuse
for submitting the following notes to the Society.

The riot in St. Giles Church on 23rd July, 1637, on
the attempt of King Charles to force a nmew liturgy on
the people led to the formation of the organisation
known as The Tables—consisting of representatives from
ihe Nobles, Lairds, Burgesses and Ministers.

After the signing of the National Covenant in 1638
the Tables were able to get from a reluctant king a
free (reneral Assembly, which met in the same year.
This Assembly proceeded to abolish Episcopacy, depose
all the Bishops, and excommunicate some. Three of
the Bishops afterwards took the Covenant, one being
Bishop Campbell of Argyll and the Isles, who declared
‘ that he was sorry in conscience that he did embrace
cuch ane unwarrantable calling,”” and he was ultimately
appointed Minister at Campbeltown.

The Assembly also proceeded to re-establish the
Courts of the Church—Presbyteries and Synods. The
first meeting of the Synod of Argyll was fixed to be held
on the fourth Tuesday of April, 1639, and it was duly
held at Inveraray.
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The area which was placed under the charge of this
Synod was very extensive, consisting of the County of
Argyll, the western mainland of Inverness as far north

as Glenelg, Arran and Bute, and the whole of the Inner 4

and Outer Hebrides. The extent and natural features
of the country made travelling difficult, and the fact that '

the rival parties in the State were at war during the

first twelve years added to the difficulties of mountain,
sea and river, and when, after Montrose’s victory at

Kilsyth (15th August, 1645), Colkitto Macdonald and #
his Trishmen overran Argyll and Bute, the natural diffi- I

culties were immensely increased. Parts of the country
were almost uninhabitable. The Presbytery of Cowal
had to go to the lowlands, and the Minister of Dunoon
was forced to leave his charge, ‘‘having neither a con-
gregatton to serve nor maintenance,”’” and the Presby-
tery of Kintyre was under the power of the rebels.! But
still the meetings of the Synod were held twice a year.

By defeating the Scots Army at Dunbar (3rd Sept.,
1650) Cromwell became Master of Scotland. He had no
love for the Presbyterians. Major-General Robert
Lilburn, Commander of the Commonwealth Soldiers in
Scotland, wrote to Cromwell that, as he had learned that
the members of the Assembly had correspondence with
the Highlanders, he thought it his duty to dissolve the
Assembly: Cromwell did not object. But when Lilburn
afterwards asked Cromwell’s consent to ‘“ discharge the
provincial assemblies”” Cromwell did not answer, and
so the Synods and Presbyte'ries continued to meet.2

The Minister of Rothesay during the first 18 years
was Patrick Stewart, son of John Stewart of Roseland,
Commissary of the Isles. He had been appointed Minis-
ter of Kingarth in 1597, and of Rothesay in 1623,3 and

1.

In 1649 complaint was made to Pamliament that no stipend was heing
paid in Argy!l owing to the Rebellion. Acts of Pariiament of Scot-

land, V., quoted in Tiends and Agriculture, by Alex. Cormack, p.114.
2. Scotland and the Commonwealth, p.112-3.

3. Bute in the Olden Time, II., 201-208.
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get the stipend during the vacancy, as he admitted at
the meeting of the Presbytery that the libel would be
withdrawn if Mr Stewart gave up all claims to the
stipend; and (3) ““That at a visitation of the Presbhytery
“of the Parish Church all the elders, including Sir
“James Stewart, had testified to Mr Stewart’s doctrine,

“conversation, and care of discipline, and that the'

“Synod had seen a certificate from the elders and *the
“most part of the considerable men of the Parish,’
““bearing that they were well satisfied with Mr Stewart
“and that it was well known that Mr Stewart had
“always been straight in the public causes and suffered
“burning and destroying of his lands by the rebels
“whilst many of the parishioners complied with them
“and suffered no prejudice.””  Mr Stewart did not take
his seat as a member of the Synod, but he appeared,
“and out of his earnest desire and affection to have the
“sald Kirk of Rothesay sufficiently planted, did refer
“himself unto the assembly
“shall have paid to him year
““bis maintenance furth of the teinds and stipend of
“ Rothesay whereunto he has or may have right by his
“admission conform to the Acts of Parliament and
“ General Assembly made in favour of aged ministers
“and obliged himself to accept what proportion they
‘“shall be pleased to modify and appoint to him.” He
was to be allowed his stipend during his lifetime.

¢

anent what proportion he
ly during his lifetime for

At the October meeting in 1651 the Synod had be-
fore them a complaint by Mr Stewart against Sir James
Stewart ““ who at his own hand meddles with the stipend
of Rothesay and puts himself without order of law in
possession thereof notwithstanding the Synod and Pres-
bytery did allow the same to be made use of by the said
Mr Patrick.”” But as the Synod had no way of forcing
the Sheriff to pay Mr Stewart the stipend, they recom-
mended Mr Stewart to the civil magistrate and Justice
and the Committee of the Estates. It is not known
whether the advice 1o apply to the Civil Magistrate was
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“j'lilx(}e ?111)I hig stipend on such a (11Y1S1011 oib -tlhebpaxt‘lhsill
“ ﬁein(r made.” But Mr Stewart did not a .1('et815q7~_Mr
a(rreent;ent, for while there was anothel? }Inl]:;ls e
J ;mes Johnston-—serving one }.mlf of the{?bzlmlr'zz, o hae
no ‘“ maintenance,”” and seeing no possibilits 48
< present to effectuate two kirks and twoistlgzn 3,ames
o fhiﬁking it unreasonable ‘that the .satld . cre e
“ Johmston should serve without main en? h(;lﬂd ve
dvnod ordained that one half of the 'stlpen( sth ud >
p;lid to Mr Johnston, Mr Stev.vtgrt ge;tliioi}jlz ggeeof th;
and ““ because of his dexteritie and ¥
d)Ielgple ]’O’e(l\'dll;l Stewart was to be ““uplifter”” of t‘jhgtwhoi(;
5111(1 to pay one half to Mr Johnston. But M;h Sewjo(l
was apparently t00 dextrous—ffor a year1 lat}:}rve G;Oty a
considering that one half of the pe?]‘;)\i gtewart "
e s Ordinances’t'*aiit Jilaet ()Tlltl'r\x':ls of suffici-
:: :111{1;0:111)&:11551;;::,1"’ 111({:L;§e5 that the whole of the stipend
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should be payable to any qualified minister of the charge
and further that Mr Johnston should be paid £100 Scots
in addition to the half already allotted to him, this extra
payment to come out of Mr Stewart’s half. At the next
meeting, held in May, 1654, the Synod decided that if
the parishioners of Bute did not call some qualified man
to be their minister before the 1st of August, then the
Presbytery of Dunoon were to call and impose a minister
on them. This decision was not to prejudice the arrange-
ments made in favour of Mr Jobnston. Next year Mr
Johnston left.

The Synod minuted :—

‘““Because Mr James Johnstoun, preacher for the tym
““in Rothesay is to remove thence and that congrega-
“tione will be desolat for a tym, Thairfor the Assemblie
‘“appoints the presbyterie of Duncon to supplie the
“vacancy of that congregatione will the next Synod.”

As already mentioned, Mr Stewart was minister of
Rothesay and Kingarth till 1640. Ile was succeeded in
Kingarth by Mr John Campbell, who died about three
years thereafter. To fill the vacancy caused by his death
the Parishioners petitioned the Synod for ‘one of the fol-
lowing ministers—Mr Archibald McCallum (Kilmichael
Glassary) ; Mr Neil Cameron (Dalmally) or Mr Dugald
Darroch (Kilcalmonell), ‘“who being actual ministers
of their paroaches are therefore not transportable till
their own paroaches interest be heard and discussed,”’
so that the consideration of the petition was deferred till
the next meeting.

At the meeting on Hth July, 1645, it was reported
that Mr Archibald M‘Laine - “‘ expectant’ (that is 4
candidate for the Ministry not yet licensed to preach the
gospel), who had been presented to Kingarth by His
Majesty on the Presbytery’s recommendation, was found
qualified, that none of the Parishioners had come forward
with any objection against his admission, and that on

) ¢)
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one further hearing of him, if no one came forw?urd. to
object, the Presbytery should proceed to h}s.adr\r‘nssu{p.
Mr M‘Laine was duly admitted, but hls settlementf v;lalu:
opposed by Lady Bute, who took away the keys o ‘
Church, so that when Ewin Cameron of 'Dunohon W{znd
to the Church on 6th August, 1645, h‘e‘_ foupd 1t }oc eld
and the windows blocked up, so that ‘“in ane verle cO
day’’ he was forced to preach i.n the churchyard‘ ‘t;) so)zl};(ee
four passengers that were mak}ng for Ireland, -1 ortise-.
“ people that had resorted thither upon the adver s
“ ment of the Presbytery stood afar (?ff upon the Cgalbi
¢ and hills because some of them said that they durs
““ not come within the bounds of the Churchyard bzlclause
 charged by the Sheriff of Bute’s Officer, ”\Valt(?r azx}e,
«ynder the pain of ten’ pounds not to repair to the

¢ Church that day.”

Rev. Mr M‘Laine having been duly prese}gted ang
admitted Minister of Kingarth was not to b.e .irlg'h‘i(}ang
away by Lady Bute, and he rema{ned as Mmmteii . 1:,]rle
till .he‘was transferred to Rhu in 1648. To ni(f
vacancy ° the paroachiners of Kingarth most T\;?a -
mously”’ gave a call to Rev. John Stewart. it ;sve
rather interesting, as a call by th.e'people seemed to ;he
anticipated by one year the abolition of pa}tr(ﬁag& b
Synod instructed the Presbytery to aflm}t dr T'ﬁed
on the last Wednesday of June, 1648, if io’un_‘ qua 1t .
But the Presbytery did not carry out this 1n'St(Il‘uct1(’§[l;.
and had to be again ordered by the Synod to 1nduc
Stewart on 22nd November.

More trouble was awaiting Mr Stewart. . The
stipends of Parish Ministers twere of old payafblﬁ in t::{ci
poTtioﬁs——the first half when the corns were .u 3(71 SOIn'_
and the second half when they were fully reapejt. -
stead of having terms which might fluctuate, 1 tcg °
to be a general rule that the%ﬁrst payment ves ‘e L
Whitsunday (15th May), when the corns Werelz p‘resquth
to be fully sown, and the second at Michaelmas (29t
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Septellll)er?, when the crop was presumed to be fully
Silpid.Milhe. ‘Presbytery decided that no stipend was
e ) IA I ‘Stewart, as .heAha‘d not been inducted hefore
ichaelmas, but that it fell to be applied towards the
educat’mn of youths who had Gaelic, according t(; the
A.ct of the Assembly. The Synod took the bop )os‘it
view and decided that Mr Stewart was entitled tlo the
st.lpend for the crop 1648. Mr Ewin Cameron of Du .
(Elssented from this finding on the ground thfxtnol\oll'l
Stewart was not inducted before 2211:13 Novembe:r 11‘
01}13' served the Parish as an * expectant.”” A Commi?tlzz(
0).{ the General Assembly upheld the decision of- t’h:
. Ire_sbytery.‘ But at the next meeting of the Synod (in
()c{‘ober, 1649) a document (undated) was produced
W}u(ih 1)01'.9, that an agreement had been madepbetw/ee(y
l\‘lr_M‘Lame, Minister of Kingarth, as principall l&rrl
Lfn.n Can_leron as his Cautioner on the one part’ and
I\I}nmn Stewart of Kilchattan and other parishionérs f
Ix.lngarth on the other part, whereby Mr M‘Laine bou Od
hllmse]f to leave the Kirk of Kingarf‘h and ask for an Ant
of tr.unsportability provided Ninian Stewart and h(i:s
rasso(:lateg paid Mr M‘Laine a certain sum of monev
The Sherift Depute of Argyll doubted the legality of ﬂzé
Agreemenh but all parties were evidently tired of th
dispute and had no desire to carry it furtiler. The di*e
p‘ute as to the stipend was hardly settled when Mbr—
Stewart got a call from the Irish Congregation in Inver
aray ‘and the Synod agreed to his transfer, “and t} ‘;
notwithstanding of all the reasons given in ’ppopoundldl
and alleged by the said Mr John and the said paroachie(
ers of I;ingarth to the contrare.”* But on this decisiélr;
being given—Ninian Stewart of Kilchattan and Alexan
der‘Fr_aser of Kervinivan, appeared, and in name ofA th(;
parishioners of Kingarth declared that ““they would
LOWaYs acquiesce to the foirsaid transportatioﬁ of the
_sald Mr John Stewart to Inveraray,” and they appealed
to the (teneral Assembly. This !threat seen;ls tl(}e}‘?ai(
been sufficient, for Mr Stewart remained in ]E{ing,raur*t.he

‘l
|
|
|
|
]
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Patrick Stewart conceived that in some way he had
still a right to the stipend of Kingarth, although he had
 demitted ”’ that charge in 1640. The Synod was
against this quite unwarranted claim, so on 11th October,
1654, they directed a letter to be sent to Patrick ‘“to
“ Jesist from purshewing wrongfullie the said Mr John,
““ otherwise the assemblie will be forced to shew them-
““ selves against Mr Patrick in that particular,”” and at
the same meeting the Synod caused a letter to be written
to the ‘‘ paroachers of Kingarth to perform to the said
“My John what they did promise in tym of his
“ gottling " (that is, to pay him the stipend promised)
“and appoints the Presbyterie of Cowal to ftrans-
“port the said Mr John if this be mot performed.”
The dispute came before the Synod at their meeting
on 9th May, 1655, when they directed the presbytery
to see “Mr John Stewart sufficiently secured by the
¢ parochiners of Kingarth and exonered of the contro-
““ yersy betwixt him and Mr Patrick Stewart, whilk if
““ the parochiners foresaid do not, then the presbytery
“is to declare Mr John Stewart transportable.”’
Allexr. Campbell of Penemoir,! Commissioner from
the said Parish, “oblidged himself to bring the paroch-
““iners to the next presbyterie to give satisfaction to
““ the said Mr John, Whilk if he does not he consents
“to his transportabilitie,”” and all parties were to at-
tend a meeting of Presbytery to be held at Kilfinan on

the third Wednesday of June.

At the October Meeting in the same year the Synod,
““ taking to consideratione the verie sade and desolate
“ condition of the paroach of Rothsay through ther
“ want of ane settled ministrie for sevrall yeers, and
““ being of intention to have them supplied and to take

Pehemoir or Pennymore was in Glassary. Alexander Campbell was
a, representative elder for the Preshytery of Inveraray in 1652-3 and
tor Kingarth in 1655. He claimed a * dask ” in the Parish Church
of Rothesay as heir or executor of the Laird of Scoulag, but his
claim was dismissed by the Kirk Session as Scoulag was not a
parishioner.—Minutes of Rothesay Session, 3rd December, 1658.

.
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““ course for that effect, have upon examinatione fund
““Mr Patrick Stewart, ther former minister, to. be ex-
““ ceedingly obstructive in ordour to ther settlment. The
““Synod, being moved thereby to take the said Mr
““ Patricks cariage to further consideratione, have fund
““him guilty of thes things: 1, That he not only keeps
““ the paroach of Rothsay but is lyke to lay the wholl
““TIsle of Boot desolate of ane ministrie by his purshew
“of Mr Jon Stewart, Minister at Kingarth, very
‘“violently and most unjustlie; 2dly, That the ground of
‘“his dimissione, viz., inabilytie of body, was but pre-
““tence and fals, the contrarie thereof being fullie evi-
‘““dent; 3dly, That he discharges not any ministeriall
““dewties as his bodily abilities will permit; 4, His base
““and ignominiouse reproaching of the synod, as his
“Jetter to ther last meeting at Kilmichale does. fullie
““instruct; 5, That he prosecutes ane stipend (viz. that
“of Kingarth) which was in the possession of two for-
““mer ministers without any challenging of them in
“ther tym and without any right thereto, yea altho he
“ limitted the said stipend befor the synod, ane evident
“ proofe of scandalous and deteastable covetousness. All
“ which being considered by the synod, They appoint
“ane comitie to take ane effectuall course for settling
“of Rothsay. As also for the-emitting of three legall
“ gummonds against the said Mr Patrick to compeir
“hefor them to hear and see what is to be laide to his
““ charge.” :

The Synod further considering how much Mr John
Stewart ““is wronged and lyke to be irrecoverablie in-
“ damaged by the unjust pursuit of Mr Patrick Stewart
““ against him, and that the Isle of Boot would be in a
“most desolate condition if he also should be forced to
““ pemove from his own charge, has therefore appointed
“ that the said Mr John shall extract all that he can gett
“for his own defence out of the bookes of synod and
“ preshyterie and to use all legall courses to <defend
““ himself,”” the Synod undertaking that they would re-
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imburse him for any expenses he might incur “out of
the first and readiest of vacancies,” but should there be
no ﬁi_éﬁey available from vacancies, then the n’l’embers
would reimburse him ‘out of ther own purses.

But still Patrick Stewart continued ‘ his violfant
persewing of Mr John Stewart,”” and at t}leir meeting
on 28th May, 1656, the Synod again appointed a Com-
m.itt“ee.to meet at Rothesay on the second W‘ednesda‘y
of July and if ““a way cannot be laid out for his depom-
tione,uthat they deall with the people to see a way for a
settled ministrie amongst them.”’

The threat of deposition seems to have eonvince‘d
Patrick Stewart that he would require to change his
tactics, for at the meeting on 27th May he wrote.tyat
he had now recovered his strength and was exercising
his il].inistel-ial functions. The Synod refe?red this
letter to a committee which was to meet at Kilfinan on

the Pirst Wednesday of Qctober.

At the next meeting on 28th October, 1657, ‘‘ the
Svnod considering ”’ the paucitie of their number and
«that Mr Patrick Stewart is in ward for t}‘xe tym,
“ continues the report of the committee appointed to
“ gitt at Rothesay the mnext Synod, against which ?ym
< Mr Patrick Stewart may be advertised and at libertie.”

But there was no necessity for any further con-
sideration of the old minister’s case, for he had been
deposed by the Presbytery on 95th August. If the
Synod had not been officially mformed by the Presby-
tery, it seems strange that Mr John Stewart, who was
present at the meeting of Synod, and had bee.n elected
Moderator, did not inform the Synod of t.he action of Jghe
Presbytery. Why was the old minister in ward? VthOh
in modern phraseology means ““ prison.”’ From‘ a minute
of Town Council dated 26th December, 1657, it appears
that David Boyle of Kelburn had 10dg:ed arrestments in
respect of money due to him by Patrick Stewart—then
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deceased—and it may have been owing to default i
pa,ymen{‘ that Stewart was in ward. Thhe ‘landsy lt)leh ‘«1rn
mg )FO Mr Stewart seemy to have been "1)1é(1("e<1)11?‘
security of a loan to David Bovle, for in 1688 Mrb Bov?:
:;;)nv:eyed most o'f the property which had belonged t(;
Mr Stewart to Sir James Stewart. )

,At the same meeting the Synod licensed Mr Archd
M‘Lachlan to preach at Rothesay ““ till the first dvat of.'
the Preshyterie of Cowall,”” by which time ‘1 ministef
was to be called to the Parish. | b

At the ing of Sy Tth
. t ﬂl(" meeting of Synod, held on 27th May, 1658,
it was reported that a call from Rothesay had been
! 3} il A
i,1;7e1]1f tof John Stewart. No objection was taken on
rehalf of the Parishi s of Kingar i |
penatt e 1 hm‘nel,s of ;Iungmth, so the Synod
ansported 7 John Stewart from Kingarth to Rothe-
sa‘)xhe"t(s get the stipend of Rothesay and also the
yvear's stipend of Kingarth ‘“ because of his great want
; 7 & bl al xe
T}nd 70,\ ill paymentt for bvgone of his being minister
her.”” ‘

The Manse of Rothesay was then in a ruinous state.l
?[‘he ReV: Patrick Stewart did not live in the Mans)e (but
r11‘1 the Blb‘}],()p’h‘. House, which was acquired from Bi’shop
1110111fhs Knox in 1632, the title being taken in name of
Ann Crawford, wife of Patrick Stewart in liferent, and
.Tohh, the son and heir of Patrick, in 'fee.Q. Bu’; (f}le
Parishioners promised to provide a more suitable rel%i-
dence, and within a year they had purchased a h01£qe
and proceeded to enlarge it and make it a manse wdrtllv
of the Parish. Then the Minister could not get fuh
possession of his glebe as the occupants of sombe parfq
claimed ownership and the Minister had to resort to th(;
Burgh Court to establish his title to be glebe lands.?

In. May, 1649, the Synod resolved that the Shorter
(atechism should be translated into the Irish Language

1. See Transactions of this Society, Vol. 12,4 P. 39.
9. Argyll Sasines, No. 190. ’
3. See Transactions of this Society, Vol. 12, p. 39.
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and they appointed a Committee for this purpose. But
this was evidently a far from easy task, and two years
Jater, no translation being forthcoming, the Synod ap-
new committee—two members from each
Presbytery—to undertake the task. John Stewart was
one of the representatives from the Presbytery of
Dunoon. Five months later, two members—Ewan
Cameron of Dunoon and Dugald Campbell of Knapdale,
submitted a translation. Next year other two Ministers
submitted translations, and the Ministers having met
and compared the various translations, the Synod, being
satisfied with the original translation, ‘‘ helped and
amended ”’ by the subsequent translations, appointed

the Catechism to be printed.

Having had the Catechism translated the Synod
thought it ‘‘ convenient that the psalms be turned to
Irish meter so as that may be soonge with the common
toones.” They accordingly, on 95th May, 1653, ordained
that the first fifty should be translated by the Presbytery
of Dunoon. But progress was Very slow, and on 3lst
October, 1655, the Synod «“ considering seriously how
“ great a want there is if the excellent ordinances of
“ginging psalmes in the Irish Language among the
““ people of thes bounds in regard scripturall songs have
« not hitherto been translated in meter in the said
““language, and how beseeming it was that our people
“« should enjoy the benefit and refreshing comfort of that
« ordinance with the rest of the ordinances,” again re-
solved that the Psalms of David should be put in Irish
Meter and allocated 80 of them to various ministers, the
Psalms 70-80 being allocated to Jobn Stewart. On
97th May, 1657, the Synod minuted that some diligence
had been used by some of the Translators, but others
came short, so that the translation was not completed
and the Psalms were re-allocated, presumably amongst
the “ diligent.” Jobn Stewart was to translate Psalms
61 to 80, and on 27th October, 1657, the Synod appointed
of whom John Stewart was one, to meet
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pointed a

a Committee,
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a.t Inveraray and complete the translation
fjl'st 50 were translated, and on 25th M:;,x)' 1659, the
Iblz"r;od rzilptpolm’c.ed "Ehat the 50 Irish Psalms’ Whic}; are
" pl.ri»ec be. ““made use of in congregations and
) amilies, .a,nd that the several ministers bring home
) some copies of them and send for as many 1?10re as
) their congregationers will need, and because of thé
3 peoples present unacquaintance with the said psalm
) that therefore so much as is to be sung at a tI})fme 1?2
) ﬁx'st re'ad 3:11(1 briefly explained that tie people ma

Joyne in singing them with better understandin ’Y
and the Synod also directed that the rest of the psalg;;ls
were to be translated, psalmes 60 to 80 being allocated
jli() John Stewart. At the May meeting of ?Ile foll
fflg'A)'ear ‘the Synod minuted ‘‘the forn:er apﬁoyntrﬁz\gi

3 of the Synod for revising the psalmes haveing failled
) thfay now appoint Mr Dug. Campbell and l\fr Alexr,
) M La'me to repare immediately after the Synods dié'
) solution .to Rothesay and there to join with Mr Joh-

Stewart in the said work.” But notwithstandin aﬁ
the decrees of Synod the complete edition of the P gl

was not published till 1694. o

While the translation of the Psalms into metre
was(?lowly prog:ressing' the Synod thought that it would
}‘)[e “a verie pious and profitable worke to have the

Bible translated into the Irish Language.” But th
same had been hindered ¢ throu multiltaugle of gr :
fhﬂlculties both as to the translation and printing ’? aer?d
1t was not till 2nd November, 1660, that beinb’ des ‘
rous to take some effectuall course for tmnslatig;lg t]?:c-a
Scriptures,”” the Synod allocated portions to be trans
lated by various ministers, the Canticles being allocate{
to John Stewart. The work of 171‘&1151%1'()1? was n(i
completed till the beginning of the Nineteehth Celitur;‘

John Stewart, on being transterred to Rothesay, was

. o e o)
sgcceeded in Kingarth by Alexander M‘Laine, Minister
of Strachur. The parishioners complained to the Synod

At last the
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that the Presbytery had ** transported their minister to
Kingarth,” but the Synod found that the Presbytery
had good grounds for their action and they referred
“ the matter to Mr M‘Laine to make use of his act or
wot as he shall see clearnes” (30th May, 1660).

Mr M‘Laine had received assistance from the Synod
while a student on condition that he would ‘“embrace a
charge within the province;”’ and he was appointed to
the Parish of Kilmory in Arran in May, 16561. DBut in
October of the same year it was reported to the Synod
that the parishioners of Kilbride wished to call Mr
M‘Laine, and the Synod agreed. As ‘‘none in the
Parish would ingage in the securing of any mainten-
ance ’’ for the Minister, and as he had a unanimous call
from Strachur which he accepted seeing no way for his
regular and orderly setteling in Kilbryd,” the Synod
at that meeting in May, 1652, fearing to loose the
said Mr Ales. throu the severall disappointments he had
met with,”” counsented to his accepting the charge of
Strachur.”’ But when he went to Strachur he found
that he had neither Manse nor Glebe, so the Synod
recommended the Presbytery of Dunoon “ {0 use al dili-
gence to gett him possession of a glebe and to put the
parishioners to provide a manse for him, least his dis-
couragement throu his disaccommodatione grow greater.”’
A year later Mr M‘Laine had to complain that he was
not able to discharge his ministerial duty for want of
maintenance, and the Synod appointed that a letter of
“ yeproof for neglecting his mentinence for tymes bygone
and of recommendatione to doe duties to him in tym
coming be written to his parishioners with certification,
if they do not both, that the assemblie will remove him
from them and esteem them people unworthie of a

pastor.”
Mr M‘Laine then received a call from the parishes

of Killeane and Kilcolmekill, both in Kintyre, and the
Synod granted power to the ministers and elders of Kin-
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gre 1\;:? Ifef:eive him into either of those parishes, provided

r aine informs them that he had G ’
\ ‘ t ) Q 1

faction from the parish of Strachur. ot recelved satis

. Co(ii;liﬁi Obctolli;fi 1.655, the Synod had before them
y alne against his '1shi ;
bl by : g s parishioners of
. y appointed a Committee to enquire i
. quire int
tgiui(ilm?lalnt, who. reported that there was not mucﬁ
fhat i dqr complaint, his particular grievance being
Synole Tllf 1;9’5 g;at the 44 bolls promised him by th:
d. e Synod ordered him to remain in hi
’ T . n in his char
;cxlrlhilpanshloners to provide him with a manse and wlfl?e;
irI 11 1;(1:111 a ;nonth alnd a ium of money was allocated tc;3 him
of any claim for past due sti '
: ny ‘ » stipend. Two year
1‘<Lt)61.‘ he was still without a manse and glebe, nor h;,daﬁ:
;(ic(e)n;e(%) paylxélfnt of the stipend due from Kilbride, for
ctober, 1659, the Synod caused J
)G ynod caused a letter to be
7\\}‘1]111(.1111 9D0uglas,1 Earl of Selkirk, to give i?}ntl\}(l)'
M*Laine 900 merks and two chald i
! ' 5 ¢ swo chalders victual which was
{)):iydaeble ];0 1hlm asha yvear’s stipend of the Parish of Kilj
. . ut even his trials were not over wh
inducted to Kingarth, for 1 et Bt
garth, e was only there two &
“'fhen l’ne was deprived of his charge on the re-int ygals
tion of Episcopacy. o
. ]::]b was also a good Gaelic scholar, and when the
1tne rwal Psalms were being translated into Gaelic h
1ad assigned to him Psalms 41 to 50, and because hz
iggge some proof of his diligence 80 to 90 and later on to
, and when the Synod proposed that the Old Testa-
ment should- be translated into Gaelic, the Book of
Joshua was assigned to him. ’ ’

During the first twelve years covered by the Minutes
the Synod did not confine its attentions to I;urely (]1}11111;11;61b
Iflgtters-. There was a strong Covenanting Spil"it in til
5:\71’10(1 and the members did not hesitate fr?o give ex *e
sion to their views. To consort or to ack;ow7le;1}:vzrefli

o

1. William Douglas, second son
i of the Marquis of D i i
im?ghter of the Duke of Hamilton, the owner ofo 11%11: N o g, B
rran. See The .Book of Arran, I., p. 109 Sheslior puri of
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any way the opponents of the Covenant met with their
Jispleasure. They deposed ministers who preached to
ihe Rebels under James Graham and Alister M‘Donald.
They cited a pumber of Arran men to appear before a
(Jommittee on the charge of being ‘‘ accessory to the late
anlawful engagement with the Duke of Hamilton,” but
juckily for the acoused the visitors could not stay in
Arran long enough to hear their repentance on several
Sundays so they ordained all the accused to give evidence
of their repentance the next Qabbath at their own parish
churches. On 8th September, 1646, they appointed that
o letter should be written to Mr Patrick Stewart requir-
ing him to admonish the gentlemen and heritors of the
Sheriffdom of Bute and Town Council of Rothesay
“ that in their election of a Commissioner for the Parlia~
ment they be aware to choose any that was known to
have had complyance with the rebels.”?

On 12th May, 1648, the Synod addressed a Supplica-
tion to Parliament but admitted that it might be too
late seeing that ** ane engadgment of warre is concluded
¢or the restitution of his majestie.”” They warned Par-

liament that ““as malignants are employed as Collonells

“in the present engadgment who 1o Joubt doth still
“ yetaine their old principalls and onveterat malice
““ against the (Covenant,”’ so that if His Majesty is re-
stored to power and if these malignants are placed in
positions of trust they would in all probability take the
opportunity of using their power against the Covenanters.
Therefore they urged - that the King should give an
assurance that he and his successors would agree to all

the Acts of Parliament for ¢ enjoyneing > the Solemn

TLeague and Covenant and full ostablishment of Presby-

terial Government. Parliament, in spite of the Assem-

Another triennial Parliament mel

1. Parliament sat from 1644 to 1647. I
in 1848. < The Parliaments of Scotland,” by Professor Raitb, p.71.

Provost Jamieson: attended the Convention of 1643. He was mul-
dered by the Campbells at Dunoon in June, 1648. See « The Lamont
Clan,”’ by Hector M‘Kechnie, p.177. ~

Provost M‘Gilchrist attended Parliament in 1646,
of this Society,” Vol. 9, p. 118,

See ¢ Transactions
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bly, had in the spring of 1648 approved of an agreement
with Charles 1. by which he was to give a three years’
trial to the Presbyterian system of Church Government
in England. This agreement was known as the
““engagement.”” A Scots Army entered England on
behalf of the King, but was decisively defeated at

Preston in September, and the prestige of the Assembly
was restored.

Next Session of Parliament passed the Act of Classes
whereby all except strict Covenanters were excluded
from service in the army or state. This Act was probably
largely responsible for the defeat of the Scots Army at
Dunbar. It was found necessary to relax the provisions
of this Act. The Strict Covenanters protested against
resolutions to this effect and the Church was divided into
two parties, Protestors and Revolutioners. The Act of
Classes was repealed in 1651, and the division between
the two parties became very keen. Both parties sought
the approval of Cromwell, and deputations went to
London with this end in view. But if the parties were
represented in the Synod, their minutes do not show any
sign of division. The English Parliament in 1657 had
made religious toleration a law for the three Kingdoms.
The Protestors were the prime movers against toleration
and the Synod of Glasgow resolved to send a Petition
to the Protector and to Parliament. They invited the
Synod of Argyll to join with them. The minute—25th
May, 1659—is short and to the point. ““To the corres-
“pondent from Glasgow desyreing the Synods concur-
“rence in a supplecation against tolleration, it is
““answered that as things now stand the Synod thinks
‘“ the same not to be needful.”” But there was then no
Protector. Oliver Cromwell was dead. His son Richard
had been put out by the officers of the Army who were
negotiating for the restoration of the King. In 1661
Parliament passed Act Ressissory repealing all Acts
passed since 1633, and Episcopacy was re-established by
Royal Decree,

THE WORK OF A MARINE STATION

THE WORK OF A MARINE STATION.

By Smeina M MarszarL, Marine Station, Millport.
) »

(Read 8th February, 1944.)

Tn this country there are mno vVery %}d m:r;gg
stations. Although .s'()mehhad t};eenﬁbl;ﬂitn1Er;:i’ol};ritain
even in America before then, the nrst e e

d in 1884, and that was at Granton 1 .
‘FV?rSt}fo(:}n%‘?)rth. It consisted of a 11g.hter, r{loor:dc:;)iz
flooded quarry near (3ranton, on “’hl(?h a argce abin
had been erected. This gave her the a,pﬁezra:ie of e
typical nursery toy, and so she was calle tl.l e
After some time permanent buildings Wel}? pu htpover e
shores of the quarry, and the‘Ark ‘wa‘s‘ rmi{goff Kamés
the West Coast and drawn up 1n a l.ltfcle clf“eeﬂ e
Bay, Millport. This was the origin of the

Marine Station.

There were several events in the sc-y'cond'halft of 1:22
century which turned the thoughts Qf blologlstsDowg '’
the sea. One was the publication, in 1859, of @rv:;n
£ 01:igi;n of Species.”” This great work Q@lledfﬂ;}? aden(i

ion of biologists .k from the anatomy o e dea
tion of biologists back nato _ ”
all(:imal in the laboratory to the llv}ng tanlhxglaléni(;r oln
] 1 its, its adaptation to 118 -
development, 1its habits, siapution. o M8 o

. and since the most primitive types O

Ifnil:({ (11: the sea, it was to the sea particularly fﬂtxﬁt
zientists turned. Then from 1873-76 the voyage of tz
?‘ Challenger > took place, a voyage of exglo;aifntile ©
he d [ their fauna and flora,

he depths of the oceans, aud -
;B)o?ctomp deposits, their physmg ?;lld chemistry. 'll{‘he ‘ilretaﬁe
ures iwhich this great expedition Dbrought bac ant. )
new knowledge of life in the ocean depths were a stimu-

f=]

2 L
i * a very
lus for O'enerations to come. Fmall}, m ]885,
el




