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METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS.
WEATHER REPORT, 1939.

Speaking firstly of barometer readings during the
early months of the year, the barometer was rather low
but rose steadily until May. During May, which was
also the driest month, the barometer was high, mainly
during the first and last weeks, but was rather erratic
during the middle fortnight. During June the baro-
meter was also fairly steady, and during July the least
variation was experienced. In the month of August
the barometer again remained fairly high and steady,
and also during October this steady tendency was
noticeable. The highest reading for the year was
30.442 inches on the 20th September, and the lowest
reading was 28.260 inches on the 8th November. The
extreme range for the year, however, occurred during
the month of November, and was 2.192 inches, this was
also the wettest month of the year.

General Weather Conditions throughout the Year.—
Thunderstorms occurred on 7 occasions, but none of
them were very severe, the worst occurring, peculiarly
enough, on the 3rd September, the day on which war
was declared. Fog occurred on 10 different days during
the year at the morning observations—once in February,
once in March and once in July, twice in November, and
five times in December. One day, the 13th December,
the visibility calling for particular mention, being only
55 yards, during the forenoon. On the other days the
fog occurred mainly on the water and was not so dense
inland. ; ‘
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; .“ _md conditions do not call for particular mention
uring the year, but reached gale force on 29 occasions

. Thfare were 9 fiays when hail was reported, and 7
days with snow lying on the ground, but not for any

length of time, January being the principle month, when-

snow lay for two days, the 25th and 26th.

Frosot occurre(‘l, however, on 64 occasions during the
‘;)f;ta}rl, 20d Ff thzltt 1s 12° of frost being recorded on the
2 and also the 31st December, this being
reading for the year. eSS S

. Ramvravn.—The decided improvement in the total
{‘amfal.l for 1939 was very noticeable. The total béinﬂ
90.30 inches, compared with 67.86 inches for the previci
ous year, a difference of 17.56 inches. The earlier
month§ of the year were mainly dry, this being ver
good for farmers in Bute, giving them a good chance t?)’
ggt the ground prepared for Spring cropstj The month
(-)f April, May and June being noticeably dry and wa,rn?
n compar.ison with 1938. July, however, was much
wetter, being the second wettest month of tile year, and
on :‘2,1 day:q rain was recorded. In August there’ was
again an improvement in conditions, and this warm
weather extended on until the end of October. Good
harxfest weather was generally experienced thx';)uwhout
th.e island. In November, which was the wettest mt:)nth
with a fall of 9.37 inches, and with 25 wet days in thé
month, outside work was generally at a standstill The
month of December, however, was much drye:;* but
?older, sharp ground frost being experienced on 15 ;norn-
ings. Poor visibility was also very noticeable during the
last two months of the year, and November had the

wettest day of the year, 1.35 inches bei
: y eUs "hes bei
the 80th of the month. ng recorded on

C(?mpuring the number of rain days for 1939, only
199 being wet, the figures compare very favourably with
the average totals from 1900 to 1939, this last year
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having been the only year during that’ period with a
total of less than 200 wet days. The greatest total
during that period was, however, 288 during 1923, and
last year, 1938, had 279 wet days. Thus, during 1939
Bute had 80 more dry days than the previous year.

In conclusion, Bute, with fairly good Spring con-
ditions, a warm and dry Summer, and mild dry condi-
tions extending into the Autumn, quite a good year was
experienced generally.

WEATHER REPORT, 1940.

The early months of the year were cold, with much
snow and frost, which made outdoor work on the land
very difficult.. A heavy fall of snow was recorded on
the 18th January, which covered the ground to a depth
of 12 inches, and this snow lay practically till the end
of the month. A slight fall was also recorded on the
first of February. Stormy easterly winds were a notable
teature of February, although the month was relatively
dry throughout. March, which is usually notable for
cold northerly winds, was a comparatively wet month
in 1940, 5.13 inches of rain being recorded. The earlier
part of the swmmer was, however, very dry. April,
May and June being remarkable for their dryness,
although strong periods of east wind were noted in the
latter part of April. May was warm and dry, only 1.82
inches of rain being recorded. June was, however, the
dryest month of the year, with a consistently high
barometer throughout, and the highest temperature of
the year, 113°F being recorded on the 19th of this.
month. High temperatures being recorded on a number
of days made this the warmest month. June was easily
the driest month of the year, there being only 8 wet
days throughout, with a rainfall of 1.03 inches. This
drvness was not maintained, however, throughout July,
which was rather unfortunate for the holidaymakers
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coming to Rothesay, 4.89 inches of rain this month
made July a fairly wet month. In August the weather
Amproved somewhat, however, and with a rainfall of
2.96 inches was nearly half that of the previous month.
Autumn records of the weather changed very sharply,
however, this made the latter part of the year very wet,
much rain being the notable feature during September,
October, November and December. October was the
wettest month of the year, with a rainfall of 7.67 inches,
and the total rainfall for the last four months of the
year was more than half the total average for the whole
year. 4.97 inches rain were recorded in September,
7.67 inches in October, 7.60 inches in November, and
7.54 inches in December.

The total rainfall for the year was 52.86 inches.
This was above the average for Bute, and was 2.56
inches more than the previous year. There were 195
rain days during the vear. '

Frost was recorded on 99 occasions. - On the 17th
January the temperature of 13°F, or 19° frost, was the
lowest of the year.

Wind reached gale force on 25 occasions, although
none of these were severe inland in Bute, but some
damage was done to shipping round the island.

* Visibility was fairly good throughout the year, fog
being recorded on 10 occasions, and thunderstorms were
very slight, only 5 being recorded during the year.

Generally speaking, the. spring of 1940 was very
cold, with a lot of snow, followed by a.good warm, dry

summer, a wet autumn, and a cold, wet winter.

Wettest day of the year, 2.51 inchés rain on 17th
January. ' '
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WEATHER REPORT, 1941.

The vear 1941 has been a notable year for its dry-}
ness. The total rainfall for the'yes.;\r was only 37.506
inches, compared with 52.86 inches in 1940, _and .50.30
inches in 1939. This is well below the average rainfall
for Bute.

The Spring of the year was also nota.ble fo? the
cold east winds which were blowing, and th1§ continued
from January till the beginning of May, making outdOQr
growth very late and drying up the ground, Whep in
Aypril and May we should have had showery and milder
weather. ‘

The barometer during these months was very erratic,
January having the highest reading of the year, 30.512,
also the lowest, 28.680, a difference of 1.832. ]Ja‘nuary
was also the dryest month of the year, only .62 inches
of rain being recorded, compared with 6.42 for the same
month in 1940. This was also the co].de,stllnonth of the
year, 13°F, which is 19° frost, being registered on the
16th and 17th. This held up the work on the land.

The weather broke in February 'and we had a lot
of rain and sleet and high winds. This was also a very
cold month, with a fairly low but steady barometer
throughout.

March, which is usually noted for its cold east
winds, lived up to its name, the wind blowing from the
east practically the whole of the last three weeks of .the
month. This kept the barometer very steady during
this month. *

April was aso a very cold month 'owing' to t.he east
winds which still prevailed. The middle fortnight of
this month was very wet, nearly the who'le of .the
month’s rain being recorded during that period.

The. barometer being still very éteady in the be-
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ginning of May, and the east wind still persisting, made
the first half very cold but dry. The latter part of the
month was much warmer, and we had more rain, which
was badly needed, as the ground by this time was very
dry indeed. There was very little growth started owing
to the late frosts which were recorded on the first seven
mornings of the month.

In the month of June the weather improved. The
barometer remaining very high and steady throughout
made this the best month of the year, and we had fewer
wet days than in any other month.

July had the hottest day of the year, 116°F being
recorded in the sun. The barometer also remained high
and steady.

In August the weather broke and we had 24 days
on which rain was recorded, and the wind which per-
sisted on most days to blow from the N.and W. was very
strong on different occasions.

September was also a very dry month, only 2.04
inches of rain fell, and this all in the latter half. The
barometer remained steady and fairly high all month.

October started with a fairly high and steady baro-
meter, but during the latter half of the month it got
very erratic, jumping up and down from day to day.
This was one of the wettest month’s of the year, 5.33
inches of rain being recorded, the same as in August.

November and December also were very wet and
mild, with very little frost, and the barometer still re-
maining very high and fairly steady.

On the whole, 1941 has been an exceptionally dry
and very mild year except for the spring, which was
dry, but with the amount of days on which east wind
blew made it very cold, with very little growth, a warm,
dry summer, and a wet but mild autumn and winter.
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Meaviest day’s rain for 1941, 1.00 inches on 15th Oct.
Keenest frost, 13°F=to 19° of frost on 16th 17th Jany.
Highest temperature in the sun, 116°]§l on 12{;}1 July.
No. of gales, 17. Fog occurred on 27 occasions.
Thunder occurred on 3 occasions.

Aurcra borealis was very distinet on 18th September.

WEATHER: REPORT, 1942.

The past year has been a very wet one. The' rain-
fall for the year was 58.10 inches, this being 9.10 1ncl.1es
above normal and 20.56 inches more than 1941, which

was a very dry year.

The month of January was very cold and wet. The
barometer was fairly low all through the month. We
had a heavy fall of snow this month, the ground _bemg
covered to a depth of 8 inches on the 20th and 6 inches

on the 22nd.

Tn February we also had another fall of snow, 3
inches being recorded on the 3rd and 1 inch on the 5th
of the month. The first two weeks were very Cf)ld,
there being a lot of sleet showers and cold N. vtfmd.
The wind shifted to the E. during the last fortnight,
which was dry and cold with a lot of frost. The baro-
meter was fairly high in the middle of the meonth,
30.600° being recorded on the 17th. This was also the
highest reading for the year.

The barometer remained fairly high and steady in
March, although we had another fall of SHOW this month.
The ground was covered to a dept}} of 2 mcheis on the
morning of the 6th and 4 inches in the, evening. On
the morning of the 7th the ground was coverefd to a
depth of 6 inches, and a further 1 inch fell during the
night. Altogether the ground was covered by snow
from the 5th to the 11th. We also had a good spell of
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frost which lasted well on to the middle of March. Thig'
month, which is usually famous for E. wind, lived up to

its reputation. E. winds blew on 19 days. We also
had quite a lot of fog on the Wafer J(OW’u‘dq the latter
half of the month

In the bewmnlno of April ’the barometer remamed’

low, but rose later on in the month. There were a lot
of cold winds this month also, mainly from the E. and
N.-W. The first fortnight was very wet, but the weather

took a tmn for the better and the last half of the month
was (hV

The ﬁ1af half of May was aLso fine, 1)ut the baro--
meter, which had remained high and steady, fell towards

the end of 111e month with the usual result we had a
lot of rain. o

June, which is usually a dry month, did not give
us any better weather than the previous months. We
had a lot of E. and N.W. wind this month, which ac-
counts for it being so cold and wet compared with other
years. The barometer remained hnl\ high ‘rhrou@hou’r
the whole month.

July was also a wet month, but we had the hottest
day of the year on the 9th, the temperature in the sun
being 109°F. This does not compare very favourably
with last year, when 116° were recorded on the 12th of
this month. The barometer was very erratic this month,
jumping up and down most days.

During August, September and October we had a
very -wet spell of weather, 20.86 inches being the rain-
fall for these months, this was due to the prevailing
wind blowing mostly from the S. and S.-W. The baro-
meter, which was low throughout August, rose a little
in the beginning of September but fell away again to-
wards the end of the month and remained low all through
October, :
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November, which was the best month of the year,
with a fairly high and steady barometer, was also the
dviest month, only 1.37 inches of rain fell, this was
very unusual for November, which is usually a w et

month.

This good spell (hd not last long, as Decembex was
also a very wet month, with a rainfall of 8.06 and a 10w
barometer.

Taking 1942 as a whole, it was a very wet year with
very little sunshine and a low barometer. Thé spring
heing cold with a lot of snow gave way to a wet sum-v
mer, a very wet autumn and a mlld winter. o

There were 243 days on Whl(h rain fell durmo 1942.
January was the wettest month with a rainfall of 8.91
inclies, and November the’ driest with'1.37-inches. The
wettest day ‘was dth De(ember when 1.26 inches was
recorded. The total tainfall for ‘the year was' 58.10 -
inches. Fog was recorded on 15 days, but was not very
dense on any occasion.

Wind reached gale force on 13 davs, hut none of
them were very severe and little damage was done. |
Thunder was recorded on only one occasion in 1942, on'
the 23zd beptember -

The lowest ground 1empemture was 16° F that is.
16° 0{ fros.t this was registered on 20th February.

The highest barometer readmw of 30.600 mches was
recorded on 17th February and fhe lowest of 28.812:
inches on )1h April.

\VEATHER REPORT, 1943.

This year was in many respects similar to last year,
notably for the heavy rainfall, also the mildness of the
winter. Unlike. last year, when we had a fall of snow
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in January, we have not had any this year apart from
a few showers of sleet and hail during January, Febru-
ary, November and December. We also have had very
little frost during the year, the keenest night was on
the 4th January, when 13° were recorded (19°F). The
barometer this month was moderately high and steady
throughout. The prevailing winds blew from the 8.
and W., hence the reason for this month being milder
than is usually the case in January. The total rainfall
for the month, 5.40 inches. The barometer reading in
February was high throughout the whole of the month.
The prevailing wind this month, W. veering to N.W.
and reaching gale force on three occasions. This was a
very wet month, 6.17 inches of rain fell, which makes
it the third wettest month of the year.

March, which was the driest month of the year,
with a rainfall of 3.14 inches, was also very mild, except
for the middle weeks when the wind was mostly in the
E. The harometer was high, and remained so nearly the
whole month, except for the last few days, when we
had some very heavy rain.

April, as usual, was a very showery month, with
the barometer rising and falling very rapidly. The
highest reading for the month was 1022.5 m.b., and
the lowest 980.9 m.b. The rainfall for this month was
4.69 inches.

May was also a showery month, 4.08 inches of rain
being recorded. The barometer, which was high during
the first week, fell somewhat during the next week, but
rose quickly again during the last fortnight. The high-
est barometer reading for the month was 1031.5, and
the lowest 973.4 m.b. The difference being 58.1 m.b.
This reading, 1031.5 m.b., was the highest for the whole
year, and occurred on the 15th of the month.

June, which is usually a dry month, started off
similar to all the rest, but cleared up considerably to-
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wards the end of the month, when we hadAa, few dry
and very warm days. 115°F on the 29t}.1 in the sun,
was the hottest day of the year. The rainfall 'for this
month was 4.91 inches. The barometer, which was
low in the beginning of the month, soon rTose al_ld re-
mained high during the rest of the month. The highest
barometer reading was 1025.8 m.b., and the lowest

986.2 m.b.

The barometer was very erratic in the beginning of
July, 1020.8 m.b. being recorded on the lst of the
n101(dth, and 990.8 m.b. on the 12th. These were the
highest and lowest readings for the mon.th. Hoyvexter},l
the barometer soon rose again, and remained very hig
and steady in the latter half of the month, wh.lch ac-
counts for the fine spell of weather we had dulimg the
Glasgow TFair. 3.34 inches of rain feI.I during th?
month, which makes July the second .drlest month o
the year. This good spell of weather did not llast long,
how'ever, for during August there was not a s.mgle da,y
on which rain was not recorded. The.heawest day’s
rain for the year was on the 3lst of this mon’.(.h, Wl}en
1.34 inches fell. The barometer was very erratic dur%ng
August, being fairly high one day and }ow thelnex’c;c
The highest reading was 1015.7 m.b., and the lowes

991.5 m.b.

There was very little improvement during Septem—
ber and October. The rainfall for Septem.ber being 5.66
inches, and for October 9.37 inches. This I.nakes OctEJ-
ber the wettest month of the year, over 1 inch of rain
foll on three different occasions during the month. In
September the Aurora Borealis was seen very clearly oxg
two occasions, occurring on the nlghts Qf t}%e 3rd an
96th. The barometer, which was fairly high in S:eptel}rll-
ber, fell away, and in October was very 'low during the
middle of the month. The highest reading for Septem-
ber, 1015.1 m.b., and the lowest 992.6 m.b.; and for
October, 1012.9 m.b. and 981.1 m.b.
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November was a very mild and fairly dry month,
especially during the middle fortnight. 4.56 inches of
rain fell this month, and the highest barometer reading
was 1025.5 m.b., and the lowest 962.5 m.b. This was
the lowest reading for the year. ‘

We had a fairly high and steady barometer during
December, which accounts for it being the 3rd driest
month of the year, when we usually expect a lot of
rain. 3.58 inches of rain was the total for this month.
The barometer readings for the month were 1028.4 m.b.,
which  was the highest, and 971.6 m.b. the lowest.
Taking 1943 as a whole, it was a very wet year, with a
total rainfall of 63.31 inches. It was also an exception-
ally mild year, with very little frost and no snow. The
total rainfall for the year was 63.31 inches, and was
5.21 inches more than last year, which had a rainfall
of 58.10 inches. On looking back I see that in 1938

we even had a bigger rainfall, 67.68 inches fell during
that year.

The prevailing winds blew mainly from the W. and
. and reached gale force on 31 occasions, but none of
them were very severe. Thunder was recorded on 8
occasions, and fog on 14, but mostly on the water.

fl For security reasons the detailed weather statis-
ties during the war years were not circulated to
observers, and lence are not included in this volume
of the Transactions.
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RAINFALL IN BUTE.
1939. 1940. 1941, 1942, 1943.

" Januar 4.35” 4 pa i
m Yy 35 6.42 .62 ., 8.91 5.40”
= February ... ... 5.88" 1.84” 4.50” 2.29” 6.17”
g Maxrch " A
R 411 5.1.8% 2.70” 3.227 3.14”
I 5 .
m April ... ... .. 3.06 1.55% 2197 2.34” 4.69”
N Mave: s ms oo & ” 77 i
m v 1.38 1.82 2.07 3.80 4.08”
3 June... ... ... ... 2.88” 1.03” 1.78”7 2.22” 4,917
w July... ... ... ... 7.24” 4.89” 3.47” 5.03% 3.34”
=
g BNy = 1Y —— 1.64” 2.96” 5.38” 6.04” 8.41”
= " ” id ”
2 September ... ... 4,78 4.97 2.04 7.08” 5.66"
M October... ... ... 2.15” 7.67” 5.33” 7.74" 9.37”
o November ... ... 9.37” 7.60” 4.46" 1,839 4.56”
- December ... ... 3.46” 7.54” 3.07” 8.06” 3.58”

Total ... ... 50.30” 52.86” 37.56” 58.10” 63.31”
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Summary of Records of Temperabure, Rainfall, Sunshine, and Weather Observations for Various Months and Year

AIR TEMPERATURE IN DEGREES e RAINFALL WEATHER BRIGHT
FAHRENHEIT. E] SUNSHINE
H - £ |- _ - Number ot Days
S le. = | Eam. ¢ | Mostin | Precipi-
AT m Mﬂ Means of | £ swvmo_:mmmwmwmwﬁci and m £ a Day | tation m Hours per Day
2 o= 2 > ) = “ » £ &2
&) S & & 2 = vl 8 g
1939 = 1232 < £ = 2 ele| . .m, £l.g @ g ° 3

o |BE) AP IS 2 e £ S B el 2B F B s 8] & 5 |

£ 2w a1z 2 2 2 ® Sl E2|8iZ5|214l|m 2R E|S| = | 58 18

2 15, S12 1% & |2 & heun g E|=]8|58 2 £l 28 2| g2 |3

Rain Max.| Min. | = 5 = = m S 'm = De
Month a =
Ft | °F | °F | eF | ¢F | oF °F CF [eF | in, | 9% !in. ! hrs. | %
January .| 921 20 427 350] 38°9|—14| a2 10[ 27 43681414 435, 97| 99|14 {18/ 18] 1| 2| 0| €| 0|16 6] 187| 165 | 25
February .. | 921 | 200 469 38:4| 427 | 426! 56 11} 32 2405427 583| 146 | 88] s{23(21| 2| 0{ 4] 1| 1| 7|10 165 89 |17
March .. .. 1921 200 483 281 432|419 56 31 33 411} 115 22120 0| 0 8| 1| 1| 9| 4| 369 10 |31
April .. .. 1921] 200 514 30.5| 455 | +12| 63 11 32 56 7(45'5,45°1) 306 102 {15 2] 0] 1] 1| 0f 7 4! 403 82 |29
Ma . .. |92 200 589| 449] 519 +2:0| 72 30, 37 3/530452) 138 46 121 9 0l 0l 0] 0] o 1| of 647 115 |40
June .. .. | 92| 200 639] 481| 560| +15| 73 24| 43 E_mw.m — | 288| 94 1| 8| 0] 0| 1) 1] 0] 0f 0] 898 141 |52
July .. .. (921] 20| 62:5| 50'6| 565|—08| 71 20 41 E_mm.» 55°50 7'24| 1892 20190 0] 0] 0| 3| 1| 0| 0/ 314 69 | 20
August .. .. [ 921] 200 650| 325| 587 | +1-8| 71 j 48 39608572 164| 34 |-a4| 9| 9| 9| 0| 0} 0| 2| 0oj O} O 526| 120 |35
September .. | 921 | 200 | 61.8| 50°0| 563|428 %0 3l 41 80(57°3,56'8| 478 | 118 ﬁ_.wo 911110 0] 0] 0f 1] ¢| 0 0] 459 116 | 36
October.. .. |92L| 200 | 516 | 426 | 471 | —1'4]| 59 7 36 28 29/48'4/51°2 25| 49 10110 (12 7| 0] 0] 0} 0} O] 9| 1| 337 145 |3t
November .. | 921 200 50.1| 420} 461{+29| 55 30 36 25/45-41481| 937 | 18t _Zwm 02521 0 0| 21 0] 0] 2f{ 0} 078 4| 9
December .. 921 | 200 | 449] 364 407 | —04| 55 127 20 41'3|44'9] 346| 64| 72| 3|17 |13| 2| o] o 0of 1|13| 1| 072 71 |10
For Year .| 921] 20| 525] 427 476| 00|-77 1 27 8 1475485 44'39| 91 108 16201158 23| 7|13 (12| 1|77 (35| 341 93 | 28
Aug, Mar, I ! Mar !




