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The subject of this lecture is a small quarto volume
of 240 pages in its original yellow binding, containing
the Kirk Session records of Kingarth from 1641 to
1703. The Marquis of Bute has had a transeription
printed for private circulation, and copies have heen
placed in the National Library and the Library of the
Church of Scotland. There is a gap of seven
vears from 1641 to 1648, and of thirteen vears
from 1651 to 1664. There is also in existence a
small  volume from 1669 to 1703, with pages
sewn together, purporting to be the scroll minutes
of the Kirk Session, containing often the same entries,
but sometimes giving supplementary information. The
records provide a liberal field of enquiry regarding the
life of a country parish in Scotland in the closing vears
of the seventeenth century.  Indeed, my greatest
regret is that T am but an amateur antiquarian and not
an imaginative novelist, who might have brought again
to life the men and women of its pages. It is difficult
to ascertain the population of the parish in these years,
but there appear to be the names of almost nine hun-
dred people mentioned in the records, some recurring
over a long period and retaining with remarkable con-
sistency their virtues and their failings. Great inter-
est attaches to the records from the fact that during
thirty-four of these years the Kirk of Kingarth was at
St. Blaan’s, whose ruins keep to-day so much of their
ancient enchantment, Tt is interesting, too, to notice

KIRK SESSION RECORDS OF KINGARTH. 5I

how the names of {he families have been rfeta;ngdtﬁz
the old farms, and how the Stex‘va‘rts (})omm? -61649,
parish. At the Kirk Session m.ee:tmg‘of 23 Ju yi . e(;
three of the members were N1111a:n Stewart ‘an( ‘tlrm
were John Stewart. 1 propose for the moslt p%}lw o
allow the records to speak for themselves, e:}vipb%f.é
to some student in the future to reconstruct ‘the 1[11117?3] i
life of the people as they step, som’ewthat Em“l. ingiy,
for the most part, upon this stage of history.

2 2 3
(N.B.—Italics are the commentator’s to emphasise
the reasons for certain extracts.)
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and Ardineho, and Lowbas and Ambroouismore and
Gallahane and Johne Hymand and John M‘Cawe and
Donald M‘Fie.”’ :

16 june, 1650: ** Quhilk day because of the paucitie
of the elders that mett, ther not being a full quorum,
ther was nothing done but the appoynting of the next
Nession to be upon the 22nd of this instant.”’

The Session appears to have met also in the farm
houses of the parish at ““ Kileatten Miln,” at Quochaig,
at Langalcorade, at Ardnihoe, and the reason given in
the minutes in 1667 is the remoteness of the Church,
and the fact that the Kirk was ruinous.

From 1685, the minutes concluded, *‘ended with
prayers.”’

There is an interesting explanation of the gap in
the minutes from 1686. The Minister explained that
he was ‘““under the afflicting hand of Gtod, being taken
with a grivous flux, the pain of the gravell, for the
space of five years, and a half, so that he was not able
to sit in Session all that time, but it pleased the Tord,
Quho was infinite in goodness and showed pity and com-
passion on him and to have merey upon him in restoring
him to better health, and to the exercise of his ministry
afterwards (how feckles so ever) and for quhich he is
infinitely obliged to the all sufficient goodness of
Almighty God and to be forever faithful, dutiful and
obedient and diligent and faithful in his services.’’

‘When the Synod of Argyle visited Kingarth in
1699, they found that no minutes had been written up
for 14 years, and they instructed the Minister to have
it brought up to date. ‘* Written and subscryvit at
appointment and in the presence of the said visitation
by Don M‘Laurin Cls. Visit.”” The Minister, obviously
not quite satisfied, added his own note, which still re-
mains in the book, ‘ There 1s a great mistake and
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misinformation in this visitation, for there were several
at this Ilirk before thix. The first was in Neptember,
1668, of Mr Robert Wullace, Bishop of the Isles, at
which time the Minister preached and was approven in
doctrine, discipline and conversation, but not recorded
here but in the Presbytery Book. The second was in

L677 . . . The third was in 1691, by the Presbytery
of Coual, at which time those present would have the
Minister depraved and the place cleared . . . for no

other reason but because he being then wunder the
afflicting hand of God was not able for the
present to serve the cure . . . hut . . . by the

e 7 : _ .
good hand of God upon him, he was able to exercise
his function and by the favour of the (Government, con-
tinued in his charge and keept possession.’’

Tur Scmoow:

At the commencement of this period, the Kirk
Nession of Kingarth paid to the Schoolmaster of Rothe-
say ‘“ten pund yeirly > for the education of the children
in the parish, but they paid it with a grudge. There-
lore, on the 15th of March, 1649, ““it is ordained be the
rommone consent of the whole elders and heritours that
lher be ane schole in the parish to he keiped in the
most centricall part thereof,” and they repudiated their
obligations to the schoolmaster at Rothesav and desired
the Minister ‘““to look out for a scholemaister to our
selves as soone as possiblie may be.”’

In December, John Frissell was appointed school-
master, and the Session resolved to search for any
“ihat hes a spaire house theveabout to be a schole for a
veire.””  The fine hopes of the Session were scarcely
realised, for a fortnight later, the records read:—
“Quhilk day John Frissell, scholemaster, declared to
Ihe Session that he has waited on upon the schole this
fortnight and that there came none to him but five or
vix bairnes, and that he would not attend longer except
(he Session took some course for causeing these who

E
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hade children to send them to the schole; which the
Session considering and that the most pairt of these that
hes children for the schole is illiterat and knows not
the good of learneing, and that ther was never a schole before
in the parish, they recommend to the minister and elders
to exort these who hes children for the schole to send |
them, and that the minister the next Lord’s day exort
them publickly to the same.”

The oversight of the school was entrusted to the
minister.

¢ November, 1650. ‘ Quhilk day the Session ap-
poynts the minister and any one of the elders that can
reid to tak tryell of the profit the bairnes that are at
the schole make and how the scholemaster waits one and
to report to the next Session. Report being made of
the proficiency of the scholers and onwaiteing of the
scholemaster is that the children profitts very wele and
that the scholemaster does his duetie in his attendance.”

The same year, the schoolmaster had to complain |
again that the parishioners were not sending their
children to the school, and throughout the minutes there
are frequent resignations.

14 TFebruary, 1671. “Quhilk day the Session
ordains that John Graham, scholmaster, be payd off and
dismist in respect they cannot get him a frequent schole
nor sufficient maintinance, he being a stranger.”

7 January, 1686. ¢ Quhilk day John M‘Kinlay,
scholmaster, complaind to the Session that he cannot
he to subsist or Yive and to wait on the school by reason |
severalls in the parish refuse to pay him the school dues
quhich is appointed for his maintinance.”’

His salary was paid from the fees for baptism and
for marriage with <20 merks out of the Session box if it bees,”
and “40s Scots evry quarter for each child, both lade
and lass,” and in 1703, ¢ the Segsion ordains that the
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boy that teachs the school to go along to the several
houses that have childreen to be schoold for his dyet.”

In 1667 we make the acquaintance of a man whose
influence in the parish, in one sphere and another, it
would be difficult to overestimate. < Quhilk day the
heritors and elders present do pitch on Manus Oconochar
to be ther scholmaster to icach the childreen within the
““Quhilk
day Manus Occonochar was receaved to be scholmaster
to teach the children {o read and write, to read the
scriptrs before sermon, fo proclaim mariages, to book
childreen to be baplisd, and is to enter to the schole
imediatly and to wait punctualy on the schole.”

“Quhilk day its appointed that each elder within
his own bounds take notice quhat childreen are capable
of teaching aud represent it to the Session that each
person may be made to send ther childreen to school
quho may spare them under the penalty of 40s Scots
evry quarter for each child, both lade and lass.”

parish for the space of an year to come.”

Manus would appear o have been one of the few
people in the parish who had a knowledge of the three
R’s. That he was nol a perfect schoolmaster seems to
he proved by the fact that, in tG70, John Graham, of
Rothesay, was invited lo take over the duties, ‘“Mr
Archibald Graham, Rothesay, shall be
cation for his good behavior and for his staying the
full time agreed on if he be sufficiently incouradgad.”
But whenever the Session were in difficulty, Manus
returned, “to be ther scholmaster for an year from May
and longer as they sall be satisfied. He is to have the
Jues as John Graham, lale scholmaster, had with this
diminution of the baptism money, quhich is to be twa
oroats equally betuixt him and the beddel, as also the
mariage money to be equaly divided and 10 lib. out of
the Kirk box if # beis.” We shall meet Manus in other
roles before our examination is over,

minigler of
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In 1675, there was still no school house.

“Quhilk day it is appointed that the school be at
Birgadalchief from Hallowday till Candlemes and from
thence at Langalcorade, and that Ambrismore furnish
4 schoolhouse for that time that the school is there,
and that Mr Robert Stewart furnish a schoolhouse from
the time that its keeped at Langalcorade, otherwise
that it remain at Birgadalerief.”

The schoolmaster was often the Session Clerk.
18 June, 1682. ‘Quhilk day John M‘Kinlay, school-
master, is admitted to be Session Clark, and is ordaind
to have a register to book all the childrens names that
are to be baptisd.”’

The difficulty in finding scholars (partly perhaps
because children were of such service on the farms)
seems to have persisted to the very end of the volume.

8 January, 1700. ““Quhilk day the Session finding
severals backward and unwilling to send ther children
to school to be taught and instructed (in the christian
faith) therfor its thought fitt that the former act anent
the schol be renued and in force, that quhosoever may
and is able to send ther children to schol be oblidged
to send them, one or moe, otherwise that they be com-
pelled to pay the quarter wages quarterly, and this to
be intimate next Sabbath. Ended with prayrs.”

Nawmzs.

The names of the farms bear a remarkable resem.
blance to those of to-day, e.g., Kilspocks, Garrachties,
Targizean, Keremenoch, Birgidall Knock and Crieffe,
Ascog and Bayheid. But there are some of which I
can now find no trace, e.g., Sandhouse and Townazill
and Langalhumaig.

The Town of Rothesay (or Rosa) is not always
called by that name, 29 March, 1649, ‘‘Christian
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N‘Kaw, wife to Finley M‘Phersone is delated for being
drunk in the Towne of Boote the last day.”

Tk GLEBE.

On the appointment of Mr John Stewart as Minis-
ter of Kingarth, on Whitsunday, 1665, it was ‘‘ap-
pointed that the 20 lib. land of Kingarth shall plow
and harrow the gleib yearly and the 5 pund land yearly
about, in all tyme coming,”” and that the “leiding of his
peits”” was entrusted to the rest of the parish, which
was divided into four quarters for their cutting. The
1st, the 20 lib. land, the 2nd, Sculag, Kerecroy and
Askog, the 3rd, Kerelamount, Bruchaig, Keretonlay,
Keremenoch, two XKilcattens, Culevin, Langalcorade,
Quechaig, and the 4th, Langalbumag, Stravanan to
Kerecrosach.

At frequent intervals throughout the Minutes, the
Segsion reminds the farmers of their duty.

1671.  ““The Sessions ordains the 5 pund land of
Largezain to plew and harrow the gleib.”

1675, ““Ordains the quarter from Askog till Kere-
lamount to leid the Minister’s peits this year.”

There is evidence of friction in the Minute of 1681.
“ Quhilk day the heritors being desired by the Minis-
ter to pleugh his gleib, quhich was refused to him,
contrary the act.” There is no further reference to
the plowing of the glebe until 1696, when everything
seems to have Dbeen going smoothly once more.

T BrabLe.

The Beadle probably thought himself the most im-
portant man in the parish. It was his duty to summon
people {0 the Session meeting, to collect fines, to see
the penalties carried out, to warn those who were to
plow the glebe, or to lead the minister’s peats, and on
occasion to whitewash the Kirk or to carry out duties
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at the Manse. The first Beadle in the records was Donald
Reach M ‘Kirdie.

24 April, 1649. < Qubhilk day Donald Reach
M‘Kirdie is chosen Kirk-officer and is to get for his fiell
veirely 4 Ji. out of the penalties; more out of every pund
of penalties that he brings in 1s; more out of every
mariage 4s; more out of every baptisme 2s; more from
every person that desyres him to warn ane other to the
sessione 4s; more from every one that stands in the
piller 4s.  His entry was at the 22 of December last and
hes served since.”’

One of his first culprits was Gabriel Waker., 29
April, 1649.  ** Gabriel Waker compeireand, denyed
the samen, but the wittnesses being examined and
sworne it was found that he hade spoken the words and
poynts of the claime. The Session knowing the woeman
to be honest and free of all suspition and brute ordaines
the said Gabriel to stand three Sabothes, and the last
day to come doune of the stoole and sttt downe wupon his
knees before pulpit and tak the said Katherine be the hand and
crave her mercy, and because he is poore his penalty
is forgiven.”

This may have made Gabriel more sympathetic
when later he was himself appointed Church officer.
But what officer would not envy him Tis Archangelic
name! What earthly summons was ever given with
such a heavenly trampet note ?

25 April, 1665, *“ James Frissell Lis wife compeired
and was reproved for scolding hir husband and flyting
and was appointed to pay Gabriell, the offécer, ane shilling,
and if evir shoe wer found in the Iyke againe to stand
in the gogs and pillar.”

13 May, 1666. “ Ordains that Gabriel Waker,
officer, discharge all that bring horse with them that
they suffer them not to feed on the gleib, otherwise to
pay sixpence.”
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The officer’s duties were not altogether plain sailing.

29 May, 1683. ‘‘Jawes Stewart, b(.eil.lg summ.oned
and called, compeird not. Instead of giving obedience
he fell on the officer and abused him a‘nd I'eﬂeciie(.l on
the judicature saying that he card not for the minister
and Session.” ) o

1 July, 1683. ““As for striking the oﬁcel‘, in re-
spect that he is young foolish and i.gn.oral‘lt of the‘hasar-ds
of Church judicature the Session is 1nchne(.1 to free llnm
for his fault that he de a good bairne in t'lme comelng
and not do the like again, but if ever heireafter he do
the like that he sall be severely punished.”

23 Oct., 1692. ““ Delated Jonat Waker tha't she 1s a
person that walks very irregularly and dlsorderly.
Ordains to summon pro lmo.”’

30 Nov., 1692. ““Jonat Waker compeird not.
Ordains to summon pro 2do.”

23 Dec., 1692. ““ Compeaird not . . . Sumuon
pro 3tio.”’ ‘

20 Jany., 1693. ” and the? Session or-
duins that for her contumacy and disobedience she be
enjoyned to remove from the parish and that none from
this time harbour her i

As might have been expected, there were d.lsputes
between the schoolmaster and the beadle regarding the
apportionment of dues paid to the Kirk.

23 Decewmber, 1679. ‘“ Quhilk day the. Session or-
dains that Manus Oconachar book all the‘ childrens nams
and give account to Gabriel Waker of his part and that
he medl not with it.”’ -

17 November, 1680. ‘* Ordains Finlay M‘Worarthie,
James Rodger, Allexander M‘Kinnie to he'c‘fr thci ac-
counts betwixt Manus Oconochar and Gabriel Waker
and to clear them and agree them.”’
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But Gabriel Waker died and Manus Oconochar wag
appointed beddal in May, 1682, and ““ to continue at the !
same time to be schoolmaster +il] another be settled.””
It is therefore rather strange in August, 1684, to find &
the Session ordaing “ Manus, officer, to bring the lime
and sand to the kirk and to serv the man that points §i
and casts the kirk and 4o he payd for his service.’’ |
Beadle or not, Manus was again summoned to the Ses. |
sion for ¢ herring fishing on the sabboth day,”” but after
careful enguiry, the Session could find no ground for .
the scandal.  In 169¢ Manus was seunt to Inveraray to |
bring home ““the Ivish Bibles (and Psalm books) be-
stowed on this parish.” Tn February, 1699, Manus was
again restored to his position as schoolmaster. 2 Teb.
ruary, 1699,  “Manus Oconochar to be schoolmaster

for ane vear to come to teach the children, and to con-
tinue longer as they think meet and convenient, allow-
ing him the dues as they were formerly possest by the
late scholmaster; ordaining him forthwith to enter and
take up the school and teach the children.” But he
probably continued to be Church officer at the same
time, for in October, the collection distributed included
12s to Manus for serving at the kirk dressing. e died
in December of that yYear and the elders *“ did nominate
and piteh upon James Oconochar, son to Manus Ocono-
char, now deceast, late schoolmaster at Kingarth, to be
and continue schoolmaster here,

T Coorerr.

The first reference to the Church is on the 29¢L
April, 1649.  “Donald Dow M Tlmertine was delated
for 1aking one of the stooles ous of the Kirk and appropriat-
ing the same to his use, who Dbeing present was judici-
ally challenged for the same and found guiltie, Therefor
the Session ordaines hin to stund the next Sabaoth and
to confesse hig fault Defore the congregatioune people
ingeneouslie and withall to restore the samen.”
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We can see, however, that the Church itself was in
great need of repair. o .

8 Qctober, 1667. ¢ Quhilk flay the b}ess%(l)lj ?1( 1110:
that each heritor within the parish b(—tmnﬁll]_ )t, ?c, ;}Oﬁiwe
on the wall head of the kirk for secum.ng: the 110;) I;mtl.\,
his own seat and that the commality a,u(. ' f*b;fmfé
beamfill above the buiks in the church ‘dll‘(lvql;li“l)‘ g(‘()t;}
Hallowtide next, and that under the penalty o { vib m ; l\
from evry tenant and the pew to be ‘tukenl 1<i)111ﬂnm,t(e
heretor or ether half a crown;”and this to be
publickly the next Lords day. . .

(Gavan Gilpatrick, William Hun.tel:. 1_])0'111? Ahei::
ture and Robert Milline were a‘].],.paulrln\l 111111111 or dres
ing, slating, mending or repairing the 7‘\1 . o

14 August, 1670. ‘“Quhilk du,\'. the fwess?un 1[%[1;(0(
with James Rodger to repair the kirk bo{t‘h'%n“; lakl izl,
casting and helping the couples, by the days

16s Scots per diem. ! N
“ Ordains James Rodger to sigh{i'ﬂle anl,)(]ﬂ; ‘[(t)(l)
the manse and to give account. ()rduv],;u;r }:11{12{3 :,1:(‘ ‘
agree with Galachan for a ladder to the kirk for its use. |
9 November, 1671. ‘“ Ordains that J:a‘mes i{()(ll{gij
buy a tree to be set qnder the spa,lv'rsfm‘l ]tl'l‘e w(.:ik a;
secure the coupls and that he be payd for his
shall be thought fitt.” |
At this time also—°‘the 'Session ugrfied \i\l;]i
Galachan for a ladder to the kirk at the price of 8s
Sterling.””’ - |
The c¢limax came on the 19th DG('G}.III)GI, 1675, when
all their patching had been of no m‘zul.».—
“MThis year upon the ]C19 ‘dz;,\'ﬂnf rJ())(e);eE}bihl),\kﬁﬁ
hoyrible and great storm of wind t }e roof of th S
ras ‘1 off in the night time. It was a l(llldl‘x(
:1?({ l)il:l):uhu' providence of God {hat 1t :f.(—‘lvl‘ )n(;ltﬂ :({Lt f(:)l;
the Sabbath quhen the people were assem
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Divine worshi i
1e worship but that it came to passe on Saturdays

night.”

_— . . .
They decided immediately to take action

0 Qg = E
Session at Langalcorade, Decewber 23
2

e ded
1675. Prayrs said.
g . 3 <1
J,le:.ént. Ambrismore, Kilcatten, TLubas
ralachan, James o D
nes : :
it L 2 Rodger, Keremenoch.
o Ju t J[ ay s ordaind that the pulpit be taken
1 * the place 1 "
out of the place qulier it stands and set into the

Qu]l L1L( b c unen [ e WwWee lltl
u L Se JIL 1
e ] 2T'110L l)(“ iy ere (
bedb()]ldb]e. ) ’

Ordains likewise that
- ﬂ.T_ ns likewise that the heretors convaen at the
1at evry one secure his own seat and pew.”’

Lxlld (1111']’11‘" A‘Jle nex
exXt vear t 11 e
e A'O e o rj ) ear ile M].Illlt llud better

9 Apn 376 1
! T s Py 5 3
Y 1)111, 1()!().. This year im respect the kirk was
4 wus and no certain place quher Divine worship might
e constantly perfor ing i i
> Ills’mnﬂ) performed, but being in a flitting (*t)nbdi
iion. here and there 1 o i
as the weather w 1

. > i wold  permitt
somtyis g 0ve 1 T
o yvis 1 the cove at Ardniho, somtyms in a barn i ,
imng‘alcomde and at Kilcatten Milne ﬂlerefor th vere
fow Segsions i g e

Segsions keept and many of the minutts lost.”’

206 Dec : 376 i
s Ie(lﬁ]{l'ble:l, 1.0(()1. “He is ordaind to confesse
s fault publickly in the congregati ;
) > atioun gulier i :
| greg qulier it snail be
ne, g ” surely 1
ﬂcxl %of'ds day Surely we will have sympathy with
the S ¢ ) . N
, el (f@ mquent who appeared for penance at Dunagoil
and found the service at Ardinho! o

1 Steps were taken immediately towards ‘‘ the biging
oi' a new kirk  and they sought to make arrang )15111%
?\"1th a merchant in Glasgow regarding timber (11?(;12118 litb

.J(() try on quhat condition he will demand p‘wmdl z’
e.zt/zer « liust or ready money.”” The church was ¢ ipleted
in the next year. S et

15 o . L e k4
November, 1677. About this time or some
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time before we had the new kirk to preach in and to
exercise acts of discipline.”

Tt was some three years later before the arrange-
ments for seating accommodation were completed.

9 October, 1680. Quhilk day the heretors, fewers
and others of the parish after adwertisment in order to
the dividing of the kirk, being mett so that convenient
seats and pews may be set up therein, they did appoint
that evry seat to be set up be made pew-ways (except
those that goes next the gavills) haveing ther entry
from the midle of the kirk, as also that the pews on
both sides come no farder out than six foot and an half
of the rule, as also that the Sherreff Bute for himself
and bhis tenants have the whole isle on the north side
of the kirk, high and low, allowing Lim if he pleases
o loft the said isle for to make it convenient for him
and that he come no farder out than the side walls of
the kirk: as also that the pulpit stand quher 1t is upon
the south side of the kirk betwixt the door to the west
and the west cheek of the window next thereto, and that
ther be left for an elder and reader seat two foot and
eight inches of the rule round about the pulpit, and
that ther be no seats set up for against the pulpit to
the south but only a seat for the women quho cary
children to baptism; as also that ther be room for
two pews to the minister and bis family and his successors
on the west side of the pulpit, but only with this caution
that John Stewart in (talachan and his spouse set there
if they please, and the minister and his family to sit in
his seat and pew to be set up be him; and that Kilcatten
enjoy the room and place quher his seat is for the pres-
ent and fo come out the length of the door cheek ; and
that Askoge have the room betwixt the north door and
the west end of the kirk; and that Ambrismor have the
room of two pews, to wit five foot and a half from the
east nook of the isle over against the window next the
pulpit, and next to Ambrismore to the east end of the
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kirk that ther be the room for a seat to Cuthbert
Stewart in Ardniho.

“ Next after that the room for tw
zean, after him for Gilnow M‘Kaw of South Garachtie
aud his neighor for a singl pew, after that Kerelamount
for two pews at the east end of the kirk on the north
side at the gavil. For John Stewart in Galachan two
pews next the ministers seat, Keremenoch MKirdie for
two pews next after Galachan, next after that Ambrisbeg
at the west gavil on the south side of the kirk for twa
pews. For North Garachtie g pew, Keretonlay, Mid
Askog, Barnail, each of them a pew to the west of
Ambrismore on the north side of the kirk, appointing
an entry to be left betwixt Ambrismore his second pew
and the other pews aforesaid for an entry from the
bodye of the kirk to the isle.”’

0 pews to Largi-

It was not long before even the new kirk w

as giving
them concern.

10 November, 1680. “Quhilk day the Session
agreed with James Rodger to secure the glass windows with
wire, to wit all the low windows in number seven, for

quhich he is to have sixteen merks out of the readiest
of the stent or kirk fine.”’

27 July, 1684, “Quhill day the Session finding
that the kirk is too long delayed in being casten with
lime and that the wall is in hasard of being spoild with
rain therfor ordains Ninian Stewart of Largizean, col-
lector of the Kirk stent, to give James Stewart in Kil-
catten 4 lib. Scots for half a chalder lime to cast the
kirk withall. Ordains also to give John M‘Kinlay,
schoolmaster, tua s. Sterling.”’

In 1686 thev resolved to get a bell

and to provide
a seat for the parents of children to be

baptised.
81 October, 1686. ““ As also that a ses be sent for to
Edinburgh, it it can be found therve, 7 not to Holland, for
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the Church and upon the‘co.mmon expelnse foihihi- e‘;},ﬁ
heretors and liferenters within the pa}“lsflf, 0 u‘ qppOi;tt‘
that the B.B. (Bifh}op) a;x(}l f()?;e J;_}zlri)m;?on ‘exbenses
at kyeard he ¢
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they 1'1‘1;‘9 ;10‘1‘9(1' with the said James Rodger }ff)l 21;
i AL 4 < fa) r . ] ) |
1f1ldder to the kirk for quhich they are to give him

full dolour.”

1 vhich had been

And in 1699 the glass windows, which ]t heen

tected by wire, were ‘‘ill shatered and broken h

‘ ’ . - 5

T shomn, 1 being verv inconvenient for the
the storm, quhich being ]

peopl.”’
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Tt is impossible to tell where the Limlhier 0 e
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- he repaire-
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‘ ! o 84
ine of the rest of the houses.
o
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manse.””  But whatever repairs were carried out seem
to have been done at the minister’s expense, as after
the death of the Rev. John Stewart, ““ Minister at Rosa,”’
his widow made a claim upon the parish for the noney
which he had ““wared on the manse ’’ while minister
at Kingarth. In any case disaster befell the manse as
it was later to befall the kirk-—26 October, 1673. Tt
was thought fitt to be recorded here that about this
time the chamber of the manse quber the minister was
studying did fall down on a sudden at once so that by
the admirable providence of God the minister was pre-
served, he heing at that time within.  He only stept
in to a little study, hearing some cracking, not sus-
pecting the house hut thinking that it had been some
drops of rain droping on his books, so that the top of
the study saved him from being crushed to death, for
qubich he and all concerned are ever oblidged to be
thankfull to God and bless him.”

There was great difficulty collecting the stent for
the repair of the manse, and on the 19th July, 1674, they
resolved “7o let the house be ruined and not at all repaired.”

But 1in October, 1675, they ordained. ““several
tenants to cast riggin turf and divet for the manse and
to theik the same.” By October, 1686, they appoint
“he oken couple in the old manse to be taken down and
laid in the isle o) the new hirk to be reservd for a new
manse.”” By the 30th August, 1691, thi
to have been carried out!
was laid in the isle of the

s would appear
“The couple of the manse
new kirk guier it lys.

Alas, for the minister’s hopes and the
tions of the Kirk Session, for the gla
were broken by the storm in 1699,
William Bryce, Glasier in Glasgow, and they gave him
for the same ““4 1j}. Scots 7s 64, being part of the
price of zhe firr jeast that lay in the kirk, which Donald

M*Cirdie took with him to be a Doat mast.” After
thirteen years!

good inten-
ss windows which
were repaired by
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20 June, 1699. “Quhilk day the Session being
sensible of ther loss in the want of a c¢ivil magistrate
and justice of peace to sitt amongst them, therfor its
appointed that the Zai elders meet at the kirk against
Munday the 3d of July at ten houres, under the penalty
of paying Lis quhoever is absent, that they may choose one
of ther number to be civil magistrat according to the
Act of Parliament, for modifieing fines and helping to
punish delinquents and keeping good order.” :
“Quhilk day the minister and hail elders present do
nominate and make choice unanimously of Robert
Bannatyne, younger of Lubas, to be eivil magistrate
and justice of peace in the Session.’

The most frequent cases were those of irregular
intimacies, usually before marriage. But there is no
reason to suppose that these offences were more fre-
quent than at later times, or even to-day. In the
earliest records, there are cases of suspected witcheraft
and alledged charming for the recovery of lost property
and for the cure of sickness in men and in cattle.
Sabbath breaking was looked upon with grave dis-
pleasure, while cursing, swearing, flyting and drinking
received heavier penalties if they were committed on
the Sabbath day. Tt will be seen, therefore, that the
Kirk Session combined in itself the duties not only of a
church court, but of an education committee, a public
assistance authority and a -magisterial bench.

It has been suggested that the elders were often
over-anxious to probe the private lives of the parties,
but to a serious observer, there seems little doubt that
only by their strong sense of justice were the unfor-
tunates of that time able to obtain any redress what-
soever.

20 May, 1666. ““Quhilk day delated Alexander
M‘Niven and John Simme for conversing too familiarly
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with their future spouses before marriage, ordains they
2 -k
be summoned before the next Session.

27 May, 1666. ‘‘Alexander M‘Niven and . Jol;n
Simme confessed their fault in conversing too familiarly
%ith their betrothed wives, whereby they gave offence.
They are appointed to stand a day.”

10 June, 1666. ‘Alexander M‘Niven and J'ohn
Simme having satisfied for their scandalous carriage
before marriage, were absolved.”

28 January, 1674. ‘‘ Patrick M‘Kz'xw i.s ordained to
stand in his seat on the Sabbath With'm six Weeks( fmdﬁ
to acknowledge that if his Sporting'wnh Agnes.N”Ixaw
gave her, or any other, offence, he is sorry for it. .

21 March, 1641. ‘ Ordains Robert Glasse for his
sin with Mary N‘Conichie, #o stand bare-headed ana; b/zzf'e‘;
legged in sack cloth at the Kirk D‘Or‘é‘ Srom the 1 [w/{ l{) the /r Z; !
and efterwards in the pillar during the tym of dw'me lse «
and that for the space of tuell Sabbaths. He is also t
pay tuentie lib. of penultie.” .

21 May, 1671. “‘Donald M_‘Intyr? denies tha’;‘l‘lﬁ
gave a promise of marriage to Elspa N‘Pherson, qqu 1;11
:he herself cannot make out.. Therefore the »elsm}
ordains that after the child is brought iiorth aln( S lve
hes nursd it ane quarter he ta'ke the Chl.ld a,n(1 cau:e
purse it or content her for nursing the child and see to

her quhill she lys in.”

¢ ious eonvic-
Account was taken even here of ‘‘ previo

tions.”’ ‘
14 December, 1671. ‘‘Quhilk da},v Patrick G‘lasls
confest his frelapse in fornicatou.n w1§h Jonat/ E;lsfi;c
The Session ordains to satisfy publickly in wayze s i)/e s ‘n-
Sabbaths only provyding he mary the woman and to be uto
lawed in 10 lib. Scots, but #f ke mary not -ﬂl; z{;om(mand
satisty publickly in sackcloth both at the Kirk door

on the pillar and to pay 20 lib, Scots. )
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21 February, 1692. Quhilk day delated James
Frisel in Kelspog, and James Hyndman, Miller, for
making bargain and change of their wives and geir,
which is thocht a very fulish and scandalous bargain.
Ordains to summond to the next Session to know the
truth of the said business and the reality of it.”

28 February, 1692. ““James Hyndman confessed
that there was no bargain made but in sport offering to
make change of their geir but not at all of their wives.
James Frisel being summoned and called, compeirt not.”’

Drinking was a frequent offence and seems to have
been most common on the Sabbath.

10 August, 1650. ‘ Quhilk day being represented
to the Session that upon the Sabbath day, coming from
the church, some goes in other houses by the way to
drink and sits down and tables thereat. The Session
ordains that no oslerwife in this parish shall sell any
drink or suffer any sit at table upon the Sabbath day,
except to those that are lying sick and ane standing
drink a pynt if there 3 or 4 and a quart if ther be many,
they not tableing and that under the paine of 40s and
two Sundayes standing as wele to the drinkers of the said
drink as to the oslerwife who either sells the said drink
or permitts the same to be filled.”

29 January, 1671. ¢

persons for drinking late on Saturdays night at Craig
house in a scandalous manner.”

19 February, 1671. “ Ordains that the persons who
were drinking in Craig house shall be admonished the
next Lords day publickly in the congregation and so
passed, because the like was not before herd of.”

20 January, 1684. ‘‘Robert M‘Kamie compeird;
could not deny his drunkennes but excusd himself that
a little thing maks him drunk, but his aggravatioun was
that it was on the day Ambrismore last was buried,”’

delated several young
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This seems to have been a recognised excuse in the
17th as in the 20th century.

12 May, 1695. ‘‘Angus M‘Niven confessed that he
was somewhat overtaken with drink because a little will
distemper him James M‘Niven denied that
ever he was seen drunk either in Bute or Larges but
that at that time having fasted long he was overtaken with
a swarf that opprest his heart but was not drunk, having
neither ear or drink that day. Therfor the Session
think fitt to admonish him that he take heed to himself
in time coming that he be not overtaken with
drunkenes.”

Grossip and slander would appear to be no less
common then than in later times.

20 May, 1666. ¢ James Stewart complained on
Bryce Ligart that he called him a lyar, diver and thief,
therfor craved justice.”

24 January, 1667. ¢ The Session ordains Bryce to
stand on the pillar one day to confess his fault publickly
and to crave James Stewart pardon and the said James
to take him be the hand and to forgive him.”

2 November, 1671. ‘“ Quhilk day Mr John Stewart,
Minister at Kingarth, complaint on Patrick M‘Kaw that
he had most grossly traduced his name in calling him
a common lyar, a tale teller and not worthy to be be-
lieved or trusted in a word he spake.”

9 November, 1671. ¢ Patrick M‘Kaw being ex-
amined concerning the claim given in be his Minister
he denied all. But after evidence had been led he con-
fessed that he had spoken it ‘out of prejudice’ and the
Session enjoined him to acknowledge his fault here
hefore the Session and to crave pardon for it and
lo take his Minister be the hand whilk was done presently.”

29 April, 1649. ‘“John Hyndmans wife, a claim
against Gabrie] Waker for calling her a witch. Gabriel
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denied but it was found that he had spoken the words. ?
““The Session knowing the women to be honest and free
of all suspition and brute, ordains Gabriel to stand three
saboths and the last day to come doune of the stoole
and sitt doune upon his knees before the pulpit and tak j
the said Katherine be the hand and crave for mercy and §
because he is poore his penally is forgiven.”

17 July, 1678. ““Quhilk day Patrick M‘Pherson :
being sumond and calt, compeird. Denyd that he beat his!
wife on the Sabbath but on Monday morning; (iles Stewart, |
his wife, is injoynd to satisfie publickly for her cursing ?
and swearing and provocking him to beat her.”’ ;

One of the most interesting parts of the Kirk Ses- .
sion records concerns the use of charms.

In 1649 Robert Hyndman confessed that while he
was sick, Margaret N‘Kirdy had given him a charm for
his recovery and he was ordered to stand for four Sun-
days.

27 May, 1649. “ Quhilk day compeired Margret
N‘Kirdy who was delated for charmeing Robert Hynd-

and being asked severall questiones about her useing of
the charme wold give no satisfactory ansuer. She
repeitted the charme as followes:

man and confessed that she used the charme for ane evill ey; %

Cuirrith mi an obi er hule
A hucht phedir is phoile
An in ob is fear fui na yren
Obi yia o neoth gilar, ete.
The Session ordaines Kerelamount and John Wallace 1
to speik to her more particularlie to see quhat farther ]

they can learne of this or other poynts of witcheraft ‘ '~
The whole elders are ¥

and to report to the next Session.
admonished to enquire of her cariage.”’

I am indebted to Professor W, J. Watson, of Kdin- |

burgh, for a translation;
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«] place this charm to mine eyes
A charm from the bosom of Peter anq Paul )
A charm of God which frees from any sickness.

On 17th May, 1650, Archibald M Neill confessed
the using of the following charm in Yrish:
« Folus chuir shiag obi er bhrissadh er chilseadh er

i i > ani i h deachie fomo
shiachadh er att er ith er anibhais nac ¢ i
dhume no mo bheach acht fo leadhas dhia nan dule.

«Phe said Archibald confessed that he maks ﬂles
charme in tallow and applyes the same 1o horses jfor a wrtste:a’
legg, and that he practised the samen ,to Johne Wallace
horse and to a horse of M‘Ilchenyes.

The translation would appear to be:
A charm sent forth against breaking, a.gai’mt w1t}‘1e1'—.
ing, against swelling, against ‘“ith, against
“ anibhais,” which left not my hold nor yet my beast,
save by the healing of the god of nature.

(“Anibhais ” probably means a sudden \fiolent death
and “ith” some frequent disease of which I cannot
think at present.—Prof. Watson).

Another charm for the recovery of st()le.n property
was called the ¢ charme of the ridle *’ and this was (7:(.)11-
sidered of such grievous a nature that the Session
referred the case to the Presbytery.

23 Tuly, 1649. ‘Quo die colnpeire(.l Marggret hﬁ[O(fI‘e
onfes.sed that she and Geills Frissell did pra‘ctlc.e
the charme of the ridle in Loubas and that the:y (h(} ‘1t
ignorantly and knew not at that tynlg the ;eVl_H otA 1ti
she being at that tyme but about ten yeires of age.1 }1‘1(16
being asked who taught them the charme ansuerec tha
she only heard how it was done and ﬂmt it took 1o
offect with them, and that she never did it nor saw 1t
done before or sinsyne.”’

95 December, 1649. “ Quhilk day A}ester M‘.I.{z?w,
who hade denyed formerly at severall Sessionall meitting
the ridle, did confesse the samen and that

and ¢

the charme of
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he held up the ridle with Lachlane M‘Kirdy. The
Session referres him to the Presbytery with the rest who
Les confessed this charme.’’

A case of suspected witcheraft occurs in 1650.—
“ Qubhilk day Finwell Hyndman is delated to the Session
as suspect of witcheraft and that she uses to be away
from her service about 24 houres every quarter, and that
nobody knowes quher she goes to nor will she confesse
it, and hes beene often trapped in a ly in saying that
dureing the tvme of her absence, she hade been in such
a place.”  John M‘Kaw, her master, stated that when
she came back from two such excursions she ‘‘hade
such a wyld smell that none could come neire her, and
that she was all craised and weary as if it were one after
a farr journey.” “The Session finding this a
great presumption against the said Finwell and she
being still bruted for a witch or (as the commone people
calls it) being with the fayryes, they appoynt Ninian Stew-
art of Lavgizean, John Wallace to apprehend the said
Finwell.”

o July, 1674. ** They hLeard Mary N‘Conochie say
to Agnes Hyndman “ Witch go Lome to your house and
see if yee have the devil in the kist or your master in
the cove’.”

15 February, 1702. Finlay M‘Cirdie slandered Jonat
Frisel in saying T was forsaken of God and given over
to the devil and that I was in the Lills and the minister
and elders drawing me out of the hills and that by witch-
craft and the devils help it choacked his kow in the
bog.”

There was one long-suffering man in the parish, on
his own testimony:

15 October, 1699. Robert Smyth desired to ““clear
himself by oath that he did not beat his child on the
Sabbath day nor yet his wife did draw his hair

L.
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confest that he said that quhen ‘he took his daughterr{
lug in lis land on Sabbath his daughter' cryd a.n‘c1
his wife came in and took him be the hair, he saic
that tho she wold draw out all his hair he wold not put hand

against her.’

GarLIC.

Graelic would seem to have been th'e comnion tongl.le
of the people in the Parish, and services were held in
both languages.

18 May, 1684. “Quhilk day the Se.ssionithink.i
fitt that there be half an houre preached' in Irish and
Lalf an houre in Inglish and that the Irish sermon b‘e
in the afternoon that the people may conveen }c’):efOIe
because most part withdraws when its in Inglish.

21 February, 1692. James Oconochar was s‘ugl;
moned for being in Katrin Frisels house late at nll‘g,]l,
““in a rampaging way,”’ and when he had been pub Tc‘)
rebuked, he was appointed ‘‘to repeat the ques1i1'olnb11.1f
Irish on the Sabbath day between sermons with his
father, Manus Oconochar.”’

In July, 1696, there was bestowed upon the Par]lsh
““by the honourable, pious and ],«‘earne.d Rol?ert BO);}(-},
son to the Karl of Corck, ane big Irish Bl'bl’e n 1@1
proper character for the use of the pre.sen’? M]ms;esr al}ll(
all the ministers who shall succeed him in the Paris L,
and also 20 Irish Bibles in the Romane characte]r .
(which Manus had brought from Inverary), togeélex.
with 20 Psalm books in Irish‘ me'tre })’estmvied b){ 1.1 ing
William for the benefit of the Pamshi A hist 0‘[. _t 1’05(73
who received them is given in the M}nutes,'and it ]l;lay
be that in some neglected corner of Ardmiho, Asb(jg,
Tubas, Keremenoch, Kerelamont, Keretonlay, A;ll Tis-
more or (Garachtie, a stray copy may yet be found.

Cuuren ATTENDANCE. ] 1
The Church attendance was no better at the close
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of the 17th century than it is to-day, even although the
elders were instructed to take note of the peoples’
irregularity and to note those who stayed away ¢ from
laziness or negligence,” those who ‘‘were slow in
gathering,” and ““those who came in late,”” and ** such
as go out of the Kirk before the blessing.”” The families
of what we now call the West Road, from Kerecrasich,
and Barnauld who go ““to Rosa ilk Sabbath’’ were or-
dained to pay Gd Scots for each absence for the poor
of Kingarth.

24 April, 1649. “Appoints ane elder by course
every Lords day to remark all persones who shall be
found without the Kirk in tyme of the English sermone.”’

10 June, 1666, * Quhilk day the Session consider-
ing peopls negligence in coming to church, ther con-
tempt of the ordinances, have enacted that such as may
come and does not or withdrawes from the ordinances
be fined in 20s Scots foties qio-tes; and this act to be
intimat the next Sabbath that none pretend ignorance.’’

17 March, 1667. ““Mary N ‘Intyre promises to keep
the kirk more frequently and to pay her fine.”

There are many cases of Sabbath breaking. On
Ist April, 1641, Katrine N‘Finlie was convicted *°of
carying of burdeins upon the Sabboth.”” In 1649 three
fisherman ““scaireing upon Sunday at night.”

Mary N‘Murchy confessed that *‘ she was herding
the ky upon Sunday and took up the litt in her hand
and brocht it home.”

In 1666 ““several idle vagabond ladies did profane
the Sabbath day,”” and in the same year ‘“ the ferryman
who had taken people to Larges and Cumbrae.”’

Elspa Muir was “ publickly rebuked because she
took up a rock on the Sabbath but did not spin.”’

In 1668 “‘several young men and young lassies for
playing together on the Sabboth duy at the Markland.”’

e i

el o

e

oSty Yo A
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1673. Two men for playing at t.he Coppiehole on
the Sabboth were fined 10 groats aplece.

But it could be broken in word ag in deed.

“ Tptimation be made that no

5 January, 1678. :
= s business on the

person use their worldly talkk or
Sabboth.” .
18 May, 1679. ¢ Patrick and James M K(mvs
B &nfe!*t that they struggled about a §lleep dr aw;
:mn' it 01‘1e from the other till they killed it un(‘l “t :;1(1
pr:senﬂ\f on the Sabbath day and bought another inste
of it from Elspa Frisel.” o
1679.  *“ Janet N‘Conachie confessed her sin 1n
gathéring nuts on the Lords day. g
1649. ** John Glasse for carrying turf (peat?) on
| T
the Lords day in a scow 1o Rothesay.

indi - snuff was an offence.
Even the grinding of snuff was an

The elders appear to have forgotten the goll;%itit
the Master Himself about works of mercy (;ln t?e 6201(1 hi;
not less than those of the.old. p.rophet w ? oxi*le iy
compassionate heart. It 1s (hfh(?ult tq I“eu‘)‘nfllth o
«1.. 11, aand Matthew xii., 11, with juhls —— o Quhﬂ];
1(5‘778. Prayers said. Present: Ambmsmmg, e ﬁ.ed .
day Finlay M‘Phie, being summond an ca} ee, con-

)eird confest he helped to cary home ane s‘Ldp o
i‘edde’r on the Sabbath that was alall%)ll.n]gi M:J'bf;:(tion

inelv. He is ordained to give publick saustac o
}tlllg‘llllizlhl‘;\urds day and to confess his fault and pay 4s.

Penaliies were imposed for plowing on the Fast
day (1699—1701). ;

96 March, 1699. James M‘Kaw was summox;e
“for fiyting and craving for hi.s debts on the sttcog}:
and he was admonished on hl.s dgclara‘mo‘n ;n o
ol lis ignorance not knowing 1t was a lault @ d
sised Dy oth he would never do the like.
o

fess
promised by Gods stren
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In 1700 Isbel N‘Int
~In ntyre was del ith ] i
o . ‘ elated with her
irreve;gig;ila; (;\;all;n?ig and that her children ;};113:3;1
sobedient to her. Ordai ,
;h:zloiodthe next Session.”” She did ni(id;gsl)et:r sgmtond
i sun(limo.ns she. declared that one of her Jchillldron
e B y and disobedient and that she cannot oet h'en
command. Two of the elders were in:tru tug
cte

“to correct him a .
bettered. ™ nd threaten him to see if he be

Weddix ;
ngs being a ti :
B 1me of countrv s s .
also to ha o niry rejoicing s
have given the elders cause for conJcel g seem
6T

20 February i
merly sumondagxz ;346(29} “Qubilk day the persons for-
3 ndalous cariage at brid 1
Sy sumont. : : 9 ridels compeirt an
carg thi}t‘gulﬂt.. They are rebuked and adm(f)nishtatg
ry christianly in time coming ‘
chs y in ; ng; and because 2
no clear presumption they were dismist.”’ ther was
BT .
9 February, 1682 Juhi
qe T tll:(LI),fl()8~. “Quhilk day the Session con
g the profane cariage at weddi '
: : eddings especi
dexin 1 0 g gs especialy b
i))atr.ke 1{){1})er ordains that none imploy or mgke use b')fi
atrik ) l"herson or James Waker at weddir .
}L)lpers within the parish afterwards or give the momeys
. ith: g em money
playing, and that under the penalty of losi her
on bl y of losing ther

The funds at the Session’s di
T ession’s disposal were not 1
;oxib?ltmg for ‘the most part of the collections in cl?rgi’
TI}ll( 1161 ﬁf;-es imposed which they were able to Lol?elcfl
e collection was given to the : 1 b and
‘ poor of t ari
there are many distributions recorded the parish, and

7 5 - I3 .

o e S%aéil‘l,.hliAIL 'ljhe (%olleotlon this day extends
o't 1iich by the direction of the Session is oiffi
o a poor woman called N‘Ilchomie. Done.”’ -

Other instances are :—
1666.
1674. A irling g1 ’

. ne s. s'tlrhng given to Mary Frisel “a vo

ass of a strange disease.”’ e

10s to John Campbel ““ broken by sea.”

T

o o

e
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1675, ““3s for the winding sheet put on Michael
M ‘Tlmichel.”

1675. < 8s Scots to John Brown, a stranger beggar
with a tree leg.”

18s scots to Mathew Campbel
brunt.”

1676. < 6s to the blind lass.’
Dunlope, & poor man of Kilmairs.
Archibald Davidson who was distressed

“ quho had his house

s 9g¢ sterling to Robert

“ 5 groats to
by sea at Colonsa in a bark.”

1681, ¢ Quhbilkk day its appointed there be a col-
lection for Cirstin NeIntyre to help her to pay the
tting a child of hers with the gravel
three or four Sabboths collection given
he collection was
another

chirurgion for cu
and that there be
to her.” On the following Sunday t
50s 44 Scots < but in vespect it was but small,”’
days collection was appointed to be given her.

1684. Three days collection for Alexander Hunter,

““an cripple, to help him to some cloaths.”

1691. Part of the collection to Finlay M‘Phie,
““being a poor leprous man.”’

1 January, 1696. 3 lib. 9s Scots collected for the
Barbarie prisoners.”’

1697.  **20s to help to buy a coffin for Mary
Fleeming.”’

1699. ¢ Paid for William Stewarts coftin 16s
“18s to pay for a winding sheet to Mary

8( 1

1699.
N Thnartin.”’

The Session had even wider interests in the aftairs

of the parish.

In 1667 they
that ** a bridge be set over the burn at
children to pass over,” and it is interesting

recommended to Mr Robert Stewart
Kilcatten for the
to find
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among the acts of the Kirk Session that against °‘ the
not convoyeing of buriells,”” against ‘¢ praying upon the
dedis grave,” and for those who know the churchyard
at St. Blaane’s and its story, there will be special sigmni-
ficance in that ‘‘ against separate buriells.’

In 1649 the Session gave a shilling to ““ane poor
man who wanted help to carry him to the maine shore.”’

There is a reflection of the troubled times in the
country in 1649 when Ninian Stewart of Askog, John
Stewart of Ardniho, and John Stewart of Largizean,
and others, were challenged for having taken part in
the “ late unlawful engagement’’ under Duk Hamiltone.
This Duke of Hamilton had been a Royal Commissioner
to the General Assembly in Glasgow in 1638, and was
a commander of the King’s fleet. When the Covenanters
sent an army to assist parliament, King Charles sus-
pected Hamilton of treachery and he was imprisoned in
1643. He was afterwards released, and opposed the
surrender of the King to Cromwell, and himself levied
an army, badly equipped, of 15,000 men with the sanc-
tion of the Scottish Estates. This army was defeated
by Cromwell at Preston in 1648, which may be the
“unlawful engagement’’ referred to. The Duke fled,
surrendered, and was imprisoned at Windsor. He
escaped a few hours after the execution of the King,
but was recaptured, sentenced for treason on the Gth
February, 1649, and beheaded on the 9th March, 1649.
The Kirk Session minutes dealing with the matter are
dated two days before his trial, and it is interesting to
notice that by the month of April the men who had been
accused were made elders of the kirk.

Here is a busy but apparently not very unusual
Sunday at the door of Kingarth Kirk in 1664 —

“ Reported that John Glasse and Mary Nickonnochie
continues still standing upon the pillar of repentance.

81
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ed still stand-

KIRK SESSION RE
¢« Reported that ‘William Boyle continu
f repentance.

smme and Jonett Rodger
the pillar of repentance.

ing upon the pillar o

« Reported that John S
continued still standing upon

: . - ed
¢ Reported that Tssobell Nichonnochie continue
e ha

standing upon the pillar of repentance.

Reported that Mary Hyndman had begune hir
141 ep = : : 3

publike repentance.

om
<« Bessie Nickerrell appointed to be sent for fr

Killinen and to entir hir publict repentance.

8 nd was re-
¢« James Frissell his wyfe gompglr;jﬁinwa and was
. = i . husban an .7‘ g ;
for scolding hir Jhilline, and
pI‘OW?dwd to pay Gabriell, the officer, ane slflﬂ.x:;:hd e
&fP p— shoe wer found in the lvke againe 10 St ‘
if evir shoe

the Gogs and pillar.”

he
interesting SIDELIGHTS upon th

] nany :
e o terest toms of the time.

interests and cus .
confessed fornicatioune five
he was a sojour.” v

e penalty of two whq
day on the groundi
begg heire and ther.

occupations,
1649. Robert Wallace
or six vears since quhen

1651. The Sessionb remitted th

1 1
were accused of flyting upon Sur

i s as they
that ¢ they haue nothing but as ey

l ¢ l hes rres 7; morismores
). .@(e erv Ill es 1n 117 S Te

hand.” ; : because he
. ccused his behaviour
1671. A witness é?](elgs Tuisel © for a snuf of tobacco

N2

d some others rose against him to help her. . t

" " - Bryce bdtewar
ras o eaver, 3 :

qld MfIntyre was § g

“ Itt)otrol sea and never returned. ‘ Char].ets).tM:nV T
N[we’: N‘Phie were prohibited ‘1o cohabite anj

Mary !

‘t e‘he]' l“[leSS “lev [Ilally “ll‘ “Ies were ()‘ ' I)e
n O

I3 '] E '] s 7 "

00e 11 ] . o / s ﬁ w

was struggling with

<
summoned

(1677).
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Alexander Wetherburn was a *¢ shoomalker,”

Robert Crawford and Isobel Moor were seen ‘‘to-
gether late in the Kun.”

Ninian Stewart was a carpenter who had given a
promise of marriage to Annaple Hyndman which he
“would not deny but which he had no mind to fulfil.”’
“In respect she is to return in haste back again to (Hlas-
gow to her service, the Session permits her to stand before
noon and after noon but find no clearness to give him
way to any other till he satisfy the said Annaple and
quit him of his promise to her.
judgment.”

This is ther minde and

John Stewart was a ** boat wright” (1693.)

James M‘Nivin ran a ferry from Skoulag.

William Bannatyn is ““but a half-witted man and
not throw naturally.”

James Hunter and his wife were summoned for
“ Flyting, squabling, fighting and casting firle turfs at
each other on the Sabbath day.”

16 October, 1670. (Appointment of John Graham
as schoolmaster). ““The rest of the Aeritors that cannot

subscrive give power to the minister to subscrive for
them.”’

At the end of the volume, and turning the book
upside down, there is entered a number of marriages
and baptisms in the vears 1648-49 and from 1672 #ill

1685. The numbers compare very favourably with those
of to-day :—

1648 ... 4 marriages
1649 s D »

1672 .. 8 5

1673 e 9 5

1674 oo 10 o

1675 e 11 »

1676 e 10

i,
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- 16 marriages
16 - L 8 "
1678 ... 15 g
1679 w B oa
1680 T
1681 oo,
1682 o
1683 .. 1,
1684 R .
1685

n 1649, 14.

In 1648 there were 4 haptisms, and i

Qeribbled on the fly leaf are four tags (one of them
SeTL > Je I

from Scripture) i—

. . Yow
1 Tyme of neid runne thow Wlth speld unto tlS
“In 3

leiving LOI:d
Who will indeid
word.”’

send sum remeid according to his

Ihe elr ( tle IA 1 .lq I ini 8 (@) 'kdO .
,he be“’ o
) A1e 0 d = hlll n ‘ wW1S me

i~ 3 b C h ng
I ! ath O e a]o e ar
n tVn’le ( e'%pone De tl 168 n ) l I!(}' ing

. . vy
with it brings.

I defence God me defend and bring my soul
“Tpn my detence ]

to ane good end.” 1
i J. Campbell, and
d s the signature of - :
hi E?;zehi(i};();:;en the Rev. John Can;)pbell who was
i N n ' . . . .
s\{iljlister from 1640 until he died in 164




