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ISLE OF BUTYE CHARTERS.
By Tue Marquess or Burte.

(Prepared for the Scottish History Society’s meeting of
d 11th December, 1943, and printed with the
Society’s permission.)

I had some difficulty in finding a subject of any
qufficient sequence, and with which I might be capable
“of dealing. for my fourth lecture.

However, I have for some years past been collecting
from different sources all the Charters that I could
find relative to the Island of Bute, and I thought it
might be of interest were I to give some exposé of what
hag been found.

The thing must, I fear, suffer from some incon-
sequence, as 1 propose to begin with the earlier period
where the Charters are too few and far between to offer
any real narrative.

The earliest Charter is about 1318, and is a grant
by Walter, the High Steward, to Gilbert, son of Gilbert,
of the threepenny lands of Kylmocolmoce, in the middle
of the Island, for the service of one archer in the Army
and attendance at three Courts in Bute. It says that
the lands ave in the Barony of Wanseria. Thig is, of
course, a Latinised form, and it may occur in some State
paper, but T can think of no lands in or about the Island
that may.be appropriate. Tt is, however, suggested by
Mr Paton, Curator of Historical Records, that Wanseria
has been a misreading—ithat the ¢ W’ should be ‘R’
and the ‘s’ should be ‘£, which makes the word,- of
course, Renfrew, and with this Dr Malcolm agrees. In
this way, therefore, are rabbits pulled out of hats!

The next Charter, a couple of years later, is the
grant to John, son of this Gilbert, of an elevenpenny




8 BUTESHIRE NATURAL TISTORY SOCIETY
land, equally with one archer and Court attendances,
but also with his own homage and service.

Then, in the year 1400, there is the Charter by
Robert the Third confirming his brother, John Stewart,
in the Sheriffdom of Bute and Arran with which he had
been invested by Robert the Second about twenty years
previously.

And on the same day there is another Charter
granting to him the lands of Ardmoleish and Grenane in
Bute and those of the Corregelles in Arran. The lands
in Bute brought in £10 a year and those in Arran 10

merks, which was the fee he had formerly been paid by
the King. :

These are the first lands my ancestors acquired in
the Island, and the Charter shows that the fees of the
Sheriffship amounted to 256 merks or £16 135 4d. Nor
does this seem much when one considers the dispersed
nature of the Sheriffdom, and it is very remarkable how,
out of the hundreds of cases of transferred lands—be-
cause these are mostly deeds of that nature — almost
mvariably the Sheriff personally, from one generation to
another, attended on the ground to see the earth and
stone duly handed to the new proprietor.

If one reads through the first four or five hundred
documents consecutively and in full, one can obtain a
quite good general view of the Island and its inhabitants
from, say, the year 1400 to 1600.

In the centre part of the Island was Rothesay, with
the Royal Castle, surrounded by probably thirty or forty
small houses standing in wide gardens, many probably
inhabited by functionaries of the Court and Castle.

In the Notes of Scottish Parliaments there is an
entry dated 1556 saying that Robert the Second, at a
Parliament held in Perth in 1398, created hLis son Duke
of Rothesay, and adding: * This Rothesay being parcell
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of the Western Isles was inhabited by one Rothesay whp
voverned the Scots in Ireland and so named it after his
:n'vn name.” 1 have looked up a long list of Irish Kings
as far as Adam and Eve, and failed to find anyome of
this name. Even so, it may well be called after some
smaller Chieftain,

The Burgesses of the Royal Burgh do not seem to
have numbered more than about a dozen, and to the
landward of the central portion there were a great many
McWerarties, with some Stewarts, and two or three
land owners of the name of Glass, several of whose
successors in future years became Provosts of Rothesay;
and the owner of the lands of Scoulag, just above the
village of Kerrycroy, was a man called Conningsburgh.
There never seems to have been more than the one
family of this name in the Island. The first whom we
hear of died just before the year 1500, leaving a widow,
Janet, who was a daughter of the House of Boyd of
Pitcon. Many people have tried to twist this name
into or out of Cunningham. Here it starts with
Conningsburgh and first appears as Cunningham about
1580 and then reverts to Conningsburgh, but after 1600
it becomes Cunningham and remains so. There is a
village called Conningsburgh in North® Wales, and two
more — I believe one in North Yorkshire and one in
Shetland. The word is said to be derived from the
Grerman or Dutch ¢ Koningsburg —that is, Kingsburgh
or Kingstoun. '

Then, in the South of the Island, at least on the
lower and agricultural parts, the Stewarts of Kilchattan
held sway, but the rocky hills of the very south end,
where is the old Chapel built by Saint Blaan nearly
900 years earlier, were mostly possessed by McKawes.

The moxuntai'ns of the north end, sloping to the
Kyles, were the domain of the Bannatynes, and, a little
later, of the Spences also,
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Of the Stewarts and McWerarties, and especially of
the Conningsburghs in the Central part, one may say
they were douce, law-abiding, and loyal. 'While of the
Bannatynes of the North and the Stewarts of Kilchatign
of the South, one can ouly describe them as both ex-
ceedingly truculent, It is true they both had some
leavening -— one in the McKawes and the other in the
Spences. The McKawes might perhaps be best described
as ‘““ alright if yvou leave them alone ! The Spences we
first find in Rothesay. - There is a John and then a
Donald, who both seem to have been lawyers. Very
soon, however, they acquired land at Cames in the North
end, and coming into this close contact with the Banna-

tynes seems to have sometimes led them off the straight
path! :

There are here two documents in which the

Bannatynes arve concerned like which T have not before -

COoIle across,

The first is dated 4th October, 1473, and says that
Ninian Bannatyne, T.ord of Cames, compeared at
Rothesay in presence of the Burgesses, who all accepted
him to be their master and captain in time coming and
promised to give him due honour and their service,

as
their predeces

sors did to hig ancestors, saving their duty
to the King, he being their true and native Captain,
providing that the said Ninian always supports and
befriends them as law and justice requires.

The second document ig dated 15th October, 1521,
when Robert Bannatyne of Kamys claimed the same
right. Tt would therefore seem that this position wag
analogous to that of champion of the town, and was
hereditary in the Bannatynes.

It is significant that both the,
in October. There are very few
extant as early as this,
Burgh Head Court wag

se documents are dated
f Town Counecil Records

but later ones show that the
always held in that month, ang
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for 18 ine the Officers for the succee
{he day before this meeting st ot
ard—the
In these

ing year were always chospn. ‘ ppomtmes
have been that of Captain of the To ;

¢ 3
period ig too early and the town too small. I these
davs, bowever, a Burgess was supposed to com

VS, ;
defend the town as best he could.

Tt may, however, be that t}le Bannmtyn‘e;s rl\‘n(’)ilf‘lel
yulers or governors of the town before tilereov‘TaiZ (Imly v
Council, or before it was a Royal Burgh. Or B
that the Bannatynes were supposed to 00;1; e e
Burgesses when they were called out; A mm; ,either
certainly could not have found a better R ’Ond e
personally or as being able to raise suppor y
Burgh. ' ‘

But Bannatyne was not, in fact, ch'.ovsen. }Ilire iii{ﬁz
to the Head Court, but claimed the thing by her
right. ' ‘

The second document shows that he’ a%)%eareéi ;11
presence of the Bailie and B}u‘ge‘sses and produce o
Instrument showing tlla;t his 'predeces.s((l)rsB vivlei:: e

Superiors, under the Klng, .Of the sa}d‘ 0ﬂla e };0.1&
Burgesses, and he requlred‘them accmllnb 3de o bold
him as their Superior. "‘Whlch re‘%ileesft, };(él; rseac e
and Burgesses co‘nsidermg”rea.sona > ¢ ’ ;
i b as it Superior under the K1pg an
SSatldwa:i; b?);t S‘lcz‘tltalf(;l andI promised to recognise him
on(lav, and no other, he defending tlule'm as (ﬁteI} asrrele:sis(i
sargr in their actions as such.” . This is a hw.f.a o ol
of the affair, but it is enough. to save us tte ’10£den0t
trying to read between the lines. Bannia :yn(ihe e
sidle into the Court Mouse )(z.md fluce)ll(‘:)‘i OH;{ o Clerk
ne greasy papers purporting to show that I
:‘;};1; ::rigailihlstlrious and then s‘tand‘quletly beﬁim.d ntai
door heping against hope tha_mt he might bei su C}(i‘ rvv
fortunate to receive the appointment. On the co‘nf‘ ‘1,;1,1
he busked around with all ﬂle'g aecoutremen’(.s..ti)l at
that he could find, he stamped into the room with grea
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clatter, and, standing behind the Provost’s chair, loudly
proclaimed his hereditary right. Of course, no one felt
inclined to move an amendment.  That he wag indus-
trious in the matter in which he presented himself they
well knew. That he was sober they probably had some
reason to doubt! And after the Provost had duly
assured Bannatyne of their delight at seeing him,
Bannatyne then in louder and more boastful terms would
remind the Council of the manner in which his ancestors
had always defended the town, through thick and
through thin, and would warn them to beware of their
position if they had not men like himself to rely upon !

But the Town Council may probably have been quite
pleased to see Banmatyne and to accept any offers of
help, because the marks of a late raid by the Campbells
must still have been visible over the countryside, There
are, of course, no details of the damage done in this
raid, but there is an account of how the affair was after-
wards amicably settled—or perhaps more correctly—
how it was patched up.

Argyle knew that his clansmen had gone too far.
It was during the Regency of James V., and Argyle was
sitting for the moment quite comfortably and nothing
could be more upsetting to him and his people than that
the Sherifi of Bute should write to the Exchequer that
the Crown must not expect any taxes or rent from
the Crown lands and the millg for some years owing to
the land having been devastated, or that Kilchattan
who owned the teinds of the South End, should send on(-;
of the priests from St Blane’s to the College of Glasgow
to dsk the Bishop for a cheque to buy bread with ring

during
the current year because the crops h

ad been destroyed.
So Argyle sent his chaplain, the Reverend Donald .
Brown, to Rothesay, with nstructions to get the matter
arranged at all costs. Under the circumstances Mr
Brown would scarcely have sailed down the Kyles. He
probably set out from Toward and would have landed

——

151LE OoF BUTE CHARTERS 13

at Rothesay on some shelving rocks where the Bute
Arms Hotel now stands.  From there he would have
been hurried up to the Castle to stay under the pro-
tection of the Sheritf, and we ave told that he there held
conferences with several of the more important persons,
including Stewart of Kilchattan and two members of
the well-known family of Glass who were Burgesses of
Rothesay, but both of whom held farms in the country.
Cuningsburgh was there and also George Abernethy
the lawyer.

Mr Brown was, of course, in an impossible positiou.
Te bad to meet enormously exaggerated claims, but
had no means whatever of checking them. However, he
did obtain some estimate of the compensation that
would be necessary, and a general meeting was arranged
for the next day. Early next morning Mr Brown,
escorted by the Sheriff and his son, and no doubt a con-
siderable escort, rode out about four miles to the house
of John Stewart of Kerecroy, overlooking the little Bay
of that name. They arrived there at ten o’clock, and
were met by a considerable number of smaller farmers
and by Mr Finlay M‘Gillenoch, vicar of Kimgarth, whose
parish and church was St Blane’s, and by Sir William
Rannatyne, Sir Patrick McWerartie, and Sir Datrick
McConochy, who were the chaplains. The last cne, for
some reason unknown, committed sguicide there about
ten vears afterwards.

Kerecroy had no doubt killed a sheep ifor the
occasion, and Cuningshurgh would have taken care that
there should be enough ale and other good things, not
only to do the honours but also to help on the business.

We are told that they sat down in the garden of
Kerecroy House and that an arrangement was, in facf,
reached. Agreement had, of course, really been reached
the night before, but the trouble now was to keep the
smaller tenants quiet. However, Mr Brown started the
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meeting by asking what satisfaction and compensation
they were to ask from Argyle for the damage done.
To this the Sheriff and Kerecroy immediately answered
on behalf of all the neighbours that although Argyle
had burnt and destroyed their lands and driven their
cattle, yet because he had settled with them and had
promised to be friends in the future, and because he had
arrauged with the Farl of Lennox to remit the teind
meal belonging to Stewart of Kilchattan, therefore they
forgave and discharged him and hig accomplices for the
imjuries and damage done. All of which Mr McGillenach
and the chaplains would have taken cave to have properly
mseribed.

This simply meang that Argyle had paid an in-
ordinate amount of compensation, had prowised never
to do 1t again, and that Kilchattan, who was the owner
ol the teinds, wag to be com
by the Earl of Lennox,

Soon after this Stewart of Kilehattan got expelled
from the Chuwrch. We are not told why, or if he was
ever accepted back, but he went up te St Blane’s Church
and complained about it to My Finl
Dean, and the Dean convoked a
to try the case, amongst w
Scarrel in the Nerth End, Cun
the notar,

ay lLennox, the
sort of synod of laymen
hom were Bannatyne of
ingsburgh, and Abernethy

This was only a short time before his relation and
next-door neighbour, Stewart
escheated of his lands for wh
describes ag

of Largizean, was
at the deed euphemistically
“ having gone to England without leave.”’
What Le had really ‘done was to get together two or
three ships and joined with the Barl of Lennox in what
they said was to be an attack on the Trench Fleet. He
had probably met the FEarl ov
sation for the teinds,
then that they had 1

er the subject of compen-
and we may imagine that it was
aid the plans for the expedition. .

pensated in the teind mea]
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They sailed out of the (lyde, but put in ﬁxtd]}zllflu(:lli
trae. where they burnt some houses and carrie Eo. .1.‘ ,

k) o ) o ;
they could lay their hands on. It he ‘got to th;le nznli
Ch‘;nnel he had to come back without sighting 1;1 e enmoié

( ir of 4 % {f course, only a

The affair of Ballantrae was, of : ‘ o
ecobnomical way of victualling their ships than by deing
so from their own stores.

But in 1544 Stewart of Kilchattan must have F(]mni
things getting too hot for him. O.ne can scarc{eljy t )111;
t’hétbhebfound life at the Bay lacking n entenmnn;exxd.
tn any case. he sold his lands and emigrated to Ireland,

har [ i.ondon-
. and his line can now be traced to the Harls of i.or

derry. ) |
At this time Bannatyne of Cames was having tﬁ(sluboi
with his tenants across the Ky.les on the ({owal 511 fand
Argyle. T do not think the Bannatylnes.he % {1111@ Jand
in DArg'yle. The larger part of the famlly 15111‘11)1’(1 > o
have lived about Renfrew and Ayrshire. Atd ;‘a.‘st 1d v
they and the Cunninghams who neaxly %V efa enShaW
Crown Korces under the Governor‘ on the Wiapen: o
oround in Glasgow a few years after the tlm}:a Zlvihree
;ow discussing. In this fig}at allle I{ogfha].t lir::zt .:he e
» four pieces of cannon, an ey lo ‘
Zilsiliixg'lllt, and would have lost the‘ day ha;i 1110t1Lif;ii
Boyd of Kilmarnock with a bod_;y of men El 1?1gte(
the fray just in time to save the Governor’s deieat.

Some of the Bute Bannatynes were in th{s ;ﬁalf‘.
"But as to the lands in Argyle, the lands (\zoneern.(:1 werllg
those called the Auehincross‘;’m's on t}}e Cowal side, ant
Bannatyne must have fo‘un(.l 1t 1mp‘ossl};l‘e to get any :et
from the tenants. So in April, 1538, he W(?n :1)
Inverary with the trusted ‘Aberne‘.uhy, the notar, tf}m
there came to Bonds of Manrent with Argyle that they

would support and defend each other.

1ved hincrossans, and
Two days later he arrived at the Auchincrossans,
with one of the Spences and a couple of Bannatynes as
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witnesses he ordered the five or six tenants to leave,
while Abernethy took a formal note of the proceedings.
Of course, this had no effect, and six weeks later he came
back and did- what I have never before seen mentioned.
He threw three pieces of furniture out of each house to
show his right to possession, but the tenants stood fast.

e then returned and drove off their cattle and drove
- on his own.

The tenants, however, headed by young Lamont of
Inneryn, drove off the laird’s beasts and drove their own
back again. Bannatyne, now seeing that he had to do
with Inneryn, must have complained to Argyle that he

was not honouring the agreement they had come to of
mutual support.

Argyle then summoned Inneryn to a Court to be
held at Dunoon. The Court was held on the Hill there,

and the case had not gone very far before Inneryn boldly
accused Argyle of bias against him.

Under these shocking circumstances, Argyle did the
right thing. e protested that he held no feelings of
hostility towards Tmmont of Inneryn, which may well
have been true, but asked that a formal note of Lamont’s
accusation be taken,

I have not followed the thing further, but Inneryn
must have complained to the Lords as they ordered the
case to be passed to the Sheriffs of Kyle and Ayr. Thig
is as far as these papers take us. .

But the Bannatynes remained in possession of the
Auchincrossans for another hundred years, and from the
Inventory of Lamont Papers published by the -Scottish
Text Society the Bannatynes are shown to have been in

possession of the Auchincrossans before 1475 and to have
held the lands unti] 1623.

‘While this was going on the beginnings of a much
longer intrigue were unfolding themselves.

s R R e o
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Somewhere about 1544 Macdona}d of thel Islefs mek‘cl

the Farl of Ayran in Rothes(‘imy.t t;l:foc ;);rif e“mo(‘l }s)t;zn
istincti t have stayed at th :

f}:;ifc]: tl)ofntllll;uSSheriff, if inde‘ed' Arran did 1110-‘? 1(;3%6
‘iher’e‘ by right of his Governorship. N.everthe ess, o 63;
there, under the Sheriff’s very mose, signed a Boini ot
Manrent, the object of which was to do the Sheri '01t1‘
of his lands in the Isle of Arran and get them into

Macdonald’s possession.

Three years later there are t.he de’_cails of a meet&n‘g;
between Macdonald and Argyle in -which Argyle u'n elﬁ
takes to help Macdonald in the matter. This may V.s"e :
leave a doubt as to whether Arran was not’playlﬁg
Macdonald false. On the other hand, Macdonald’s fqml 3}
were the foster-parents of Arran’s second son, a bond_oh
relationship that would seem to preclude any suc
{ouble dealing.

This subject of fostering was a peculiar one. It was
not so much the domestic affair that it sounds as that
of a social custom with very far-reaching effects.

Tn the ordinary way, when the child was sent to t'he
foster-parents a considerable head of cattle was sent with
it to the house of the foster-parents. After seven or
cight years, or when the child was returned home,‘ .]‘ﬁ
brought with it the increase of stock. When the child
came of age the foster-parents made it a present ‘equ'al
to a portion of the cattle it bad at first brought with 1t.

The custom must have been an exceedingly old one,
as the early Irish writings gave in detail the number of
cattle that each person, according to hig degn‘ee, should
send with the child—not that T think for an instant that
{hese rules were adhered to.

Innes and Cameron and Macdonald give examples
of fostering arrangements, and there 1s another case
showing how seriously the matter was regarded. Tt isa
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case where the fostering had been arranged. but wher
owing to something unforeseen, it had bnot, b found
possible to send the child, and , it i
tended foster-father had (iied.
and punctilious was the custon
the intended foster
the child

some years later the in-
But so deeply inherent
4 1 that the executors of
: -father thought it incumbent to send
a sum of money when he came to the age of 14;

1 - Ty
LX]I Lll,.,"]l{shnl&n, Wllt,lng as ld/‘e as 1 225, deS tlldt
e ¢chlid we > 0s [ [ s 5 3
K 2C W1 11 eo )l Of
‘l B 'l [l I was 1 5‘6[9! V! e e 1Y l[(}[ ess {[e(’[(—\e
R “d Wh. I IL letul.ne l t I‘S own h me llle :I()S[e]-[ are l‘
e ( O o 4 ome t yarents

came with it and th ot ,
henchman, e foster-father became the Laird’s

bt Thtese Bute papers afford a cage
but not quite analogous. Tt i
: s about 1560, and

W;Lllt;r Stewait, a §111:1H landowner, wag left’a Widoki:re'
: letl ‘C(I)ur i};ung children whom he found himgelf undb‘fl

o tend. e therefore sent them t 1 Wit

A 1 mt 6 a neighbour, 1
the eldest boy was sent thirty full-grown Z‘lttl dW'lth
young beasts. One calf wa i
twq of these cows, and thi
back with the boy as hig
fourteen years old.

somewhat the same

$ Increase of stock was to o
own pr 5
Property when he was

Another thiI'fV h&‘ld i e oth
) j &t of cattle went with th
thi ee cluldren, but tlle deed d()es not say deflnltely Wthae:
. .

was ultimately done witl ; 1ol
o S hmatel 1 the stock originally sent with

e Al
The more one reads of the

. se 5 s 1 1
sieg se documents relating to

or rather the mor

. re often i

£ . i one reads ove

ew we have extant, the more they a : %t

matter of fostering than real] Y appear to be less g
- =Tt ally a manner il

trust for the child so that it should have (‘)f fm}l:}mg‘ .

succeed to when it came of goe > something to

: " age.

“But to _1‘eturn to the lands in Arran
on spasmodically for so long that :
~detail here. )

|
The case went
we cannot follow it ip

s to be reared between every

ECA
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The Sheriff was summoned to lidinburgh on the
accusation of having harried some lands in Arrvan. Tt
was not he but the Argyll men who had again done the
lifting, but with the Earl of Arran as Governor of the
Kingdom the Sheriff was in an impossible position.

Te knew. by now that he would be cajoled or forced
to part with his Arran properties, and so when he landed
at Largs on his way to Fdinburgh, and again in the
Church in Glasgow, he signed an affidavit before wit-
nesses that he had been falsely accused, that he went to
Tdinburgh against his will, and that if he were deprived
of his lands in Arran it would not be by fair means.

When he did get to Edinburgh the best he could
do was to agree to accept the Chamberlaincy of Bute and
Arran, be secured 4n his lands in Cumbrae, and sell the
Arran Jands for four thousand merks, which was greatly
below their value.

He got the Chamberlaincly and all that, but not
the four thousand merks, and when his successor pursued
for the money it was answered that there existed a
receipt for the amount by his father.

This document is a discharge for the four thousand
merks drawn up by one Sir Thomas, who is introduced
as Procurator for the late Sheriff. It bears to have
been presented before the Lords of Council and contains
a further agreement that the money having been paid
the contract should now be deleted from the Court books.
The Sheriff saw, of course, that the document was a
forgery. No such person as Sir Thomas was known of,
and it was not. legal to subtract deeds from the State

Registers.

Te accused Mr James McWerartie, Chaplain of Kin-
garth, of being the forger, but the Chaplain denied it
on what he called hig salvation or damnation, ‘
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.[}lele 18 nOi mu h. more given heIe on t]lls [).a ‘1
C (8] u '.

pOlll t N ] ; ut now t a P, ¥ t2 ‘ e erod o

1 h t &l ran h ld tlle ] 1nd lle Uliel e(]. ‘
N S 3 (6]
le Se ( Ile . ‘ O Macd‘)lld].d B U.t L/Id (l 1 l W 1 e

5 caona. d

| <] as Ilot 11
S01 t Oi man w ,hO 11511(]411 V ].G dSed 1()11([8, nor fI’Oln W lla t llé‘

kIle 1% Oi J&llall WO‘UJ(]_ Ile W ]bh t() llc), ve }11]]] as 1115 Supel 10T

So Macdonald went
e lona ut to Argyle again and A
{zlo‘lln‘lsed to do what he could to get Arran to selligg}ie
t(ltn(ls. But Arran soon after lost the Governorshi g
1e lands were forfeited to the Crown. e
v ) )

In 157 1S ] ,
o 11019,. that is just after the accession of Jameg VI
ié,} wtw? 191; times must have appeared morve setﬂed fu'L
b(;l ; 111 t 1(1 “f7est, the Sheriff laid a complaint thaty on‘
some twenty-five years 1 i ' .
) A s past neither 1 I
juie S er he nor his fathe
ed the customs i i .
: foms due f g ar
Captain of the (Castle Tie roni e e o
o Castle. These dues are 3
having been paid since coniribal g
ng e ce before memory of man, and
9~1 s .i(()}l%n thel seven farms concerned amount;d i
sheep, 16} creels of : °
s s of peat, and 164 sledges of straw.

Upon this the Lor i

| por s t words of Council sent t
Colnm1s31o‘ne:1.'§ to Rothesay to try the ca.se W](E;fxi?;mte
;V{LS now he}*ltor of most of these lands, but h(; did 3;“‘;
appear and judgment was given in favour of the Sherif(;

Heartened by thi )
y this, the Burgh of R
) ; > , othe
entglei a ;zlomplalnt on 1ts behalf because itsigo tﬁeg
ancient rights to the same form .
: ' ] ame form of customs from
ch‘lllzd}s) in }’ihf 1iai1d, These had probably been giveolfhsr
: urgh to help it meet the exp : i nine
1mportani or official visitors. “rpense of entertaining
Bannatyne was not
. "as not so deeply affected '
clailms, but he did not want to pay dues flt)ty ﬁie bl(llrgh
made a counter complaint which cohtained ‘s : }?n ory
we do not hear of otherwise. oine hstory
The gravamen of hj i
. 0 his complaint is that i
5 . . - . N ) ’ tl ‘l‘-
1s always pursuing him, his family, and tenantief}i}:ﬁf ﬂif
Y, and t § through

H
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the Courts, and therefore Le wishes to be exempt from
the Sheriff’s jurisdiction. To prove his case, he points
out that it is well known that Ninian Stewart, the present
Sheriff’s grandfather, in 1533 killed one of the Banna-
tvnes who was nicknamed the parson’s son,”’ and that
l;ter, in 1669, Peter McCome, the Sheriff’s nephew, went
out and slew one Donald Bannatyne, and that therefore
there is a state of feud between them unreconciled.

The Lords, however, do not seem to~ have shown
much svmpathy. They advocated some small payment
to satisfy some of the smaller grumbles, and as to the

rest suggested that bygone might be bygones.

This is the only notice we have of these two
iven I think

slaughters, but with the names and dates g1
we must accept them as authentic,

the matter the most elaborate and

But perbaps
apers is that of the teinds

troublesome displayed in these p
of the Parish of Rothesay.

The cause is the usual one, but the effect seems to
be inordinate in comparison to other parishes,

g, the reformed Church, not, of course,

Broadly speakin
fill vacant

having ministers enough at the start to
parishes, a large number ol parishes possessed no one to
receive the teinds. The Church authorities therefore sold
the rights to the teindg for so many years to someone
else in the parish, and this new owner very often re-sold
them to a higher bidder, or sold them in part or mort-
gaged them. In Rothesay the matter came to such a
pass that there are intervals of sometimes four or five
vears when no teinds were paid—not because the farmers
vefused to pay but because they refused to pay until
they knew with certainty to whom the teinds were really
due, and this had often to be proved in Court.

But there was no such trouble in the Kingarth
Parish of the south end, There Stewart of Kilchattan




99

<2 BUTESHIRE NATURAT, HISTORY SOCIETY

Eud h_e:l.d the teinds from time immemorial. It is: true

1wt Kilchattan had emigrated to Ireland in 1544

another Stewart had come in to Kil('lquf in- hi ’ ]but
‘ ) o Kilchattan in his place

and no doubt the elder branch had transferred all riehts

f=)

y p(); S y
sed 6] unger ne ‘ he ounger
(lle sSsesse 1 t th.(:‘ ;\ (6] ¢ (&) ) dIl(l. ; : u ne

1o)ne Ivas equa]I.y determined that no Reformation should
e allowed to interfere with the due course of business

- };Sottu yetal'kbeflore the Reformation was established
chattan took ' the precaution of havi is 'ri
8 ' wving his rights
I]o t]‘ie.te(»lmds confirmed for hig lifetime. Triley inch?ded
the teinds, the fruits, the ol i
h , ults, the g ebe, . and the kirkland
I;lnp{iur.th, for which he paid £40 a year, He had ms'ul(l)f
t;eta thl‘ng what in business parlance is called “(ar?
a'gﬁmc;rtlvel proposition >’ by adding a gallon of aqua
vitae to the £40. These provisi g
. se provisions must he ;
the smooth runni e onsured
smoot. mg of the agreement '
S GGl g agreement, because ‘after
asting more than forty years the Ger
vears the General Ass
and Dean of the Isles 1 1 g
he s continued 1t not onl iniaz
Stewart for his lifeti S e
1 his time but extended 1 ‘hi i
prewart. 3 ed 1t to his he
or his life and the next generation for nineteen year;r

That, T think, is a fair, general résumé

more lively details to be foun,d r;n tlll((ielzzl:::; Ot;; the
;rz 211:2}11; t%lel(l;lte 1600, and although it may noeicnlialxlfle)
1 oue s mind a sense of peace, or that of qui try
life, nor lead one to regar ’ b
16th and 17th ceitttlcl)'ieieiiu'lm Ii)(:fcheo?ag (IJaStlel he
ot and 1 : Soa s . Balmoral—ag 1

llnustxll)ly .h?d.b'een - earlier days. Nevertheless .i:
st 1)\(} ?Ecogms.ed that a large part of the populat,ion
e ;argwizan thevso‘ljlth, the McWerarties in the
Cunnin(;qu’.mhw 1 many .M;e‘.wa‘rts and with successive
N gsburg s—were willing to live on their land

as peaceably as might be allowed e

Even in the case of Ban
a%realdy.' noticed a Sir VVil?iialill%af:::xizlisowe gm,ve
; ;al}{)éz:-;ﬁzré);esezl dat 1111? meeting. with 'Ar‘g'yleI: E anﬁ;
Bhonre (}1: Anc 1n '.-7)46 there is a letter from Gavip
asgow, saving he had found Robert Banna’

A .

e
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of the Diocese of the Isles and son of

tyne, student
able and fit to receive

Yinian Bannalyne of (‘ames,
{he first ordination.
are very complete in the infor-
ents and taxes on the different

paid in kind in corn meal
+ 7 —

And these papers
mation they give of the v
lands. These weve generally
and in beef, under the name of ¢ the lardner mar
or a fattened animal due at Martinmas,

This matter of the lavdner mart is often a compli-
cated qne—such as one mart, two-fifths and two-tenths
of & mart, or, in another instance, one-fourth and one-
twentieth parts. This leaves some difficulty in one’s
mind as to how the thing really was paid. Omne cannot
imagine all the farmers on the 11th November driving
theirr cattle into Rothesuy and all shouting for the
crowner to take the beasts off their hands and give them
a veceipt for their taxes paid.  Moveover, this still
leaves us with the difficulty of the two-tenths. But
last winter I spent some time transcribing a kitchen
book, and from it I gather that the lardner mart was
really paid at any time of the year and was often paid
not in the live animal but in pieces of beef. And I
judge, therefore, that there was some accepted number
of picces or weight to represent an animal, and that
the two-tenths would be paid in a certain number of
se would be taken to the King’s

pieces, and probably the
salted down and

Mill in Rothesay where they would he
packed into barrels.

1 had not intended going bevond the year 1600,
but there is one incident just after ihat date which is

worthy of recounting.

Tt refers to what is known as ward in marriage,”’
and for those who may not have examined this par-
ticular custom I may explain that these rights were the
rights of tutors or guardians to chose the husband or
wife that their ward should marry.
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When the parvents were alive they, of course,, took
care that the child should not enter into any foolish
marriage, but where the child was an orphan this re-
sponsibility had come into other hands and the thing—
even, I think, at the beginning of history, had already
become degraded, as the rights of marriage had acquired
a money interest and were sold and often re-sold,

Thus. for instance, if Barganny thought that young
MeCulloch was an eligible young man for his daughter
he would buy MeCulloeh’s ward of marriage from who-
ever owned it and then marry him to the girl. In the
ase of a young lady with a prospective tocher, her
rights of marringe might be bandied about at an ever-
increasing value.

In the example from Bute .e have th# very un-
usual case where the young man was so ungallant as to
refuse point-blank to take the girl! The Sheriff had
the donation in marriage of young James Stewart of
Ardmolels, and ou 206th I'ebruary sent to him a mes-
senger called Johr Cilass equipped with what in the
document 1is descrided as his ““ very full free plain
power express bidding special mandament and charge
m his name and behalf to say he had arranged with Mr
and Mrs Iector Bannatyne of Cames that he, James
Stewart, should mwary their daughter Elizabeth, and
hoped he would do so before the 12th March. The
young man, however, Legan to make excuses and said
he would consult his mother—a thing which, of course,
the messenger had never before hLeard of! The mes-
senger lost his temper, said he could only regard such
nonsense as a refusal, threatened young Stewart that
he would have to pay a fine of double the value of hig
ward in marriage, and set off as quickly as possible
f01’ Rothesay, where he immediately took ship to
Irvine, and there, in the house of Lady Montgrenane,
aid supported by a notar and witnesses,

i e e drew up g
signed affiduvit of what bad happened,
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1 do not suppose for a moment that Stewart pal
‘ i 1 in any case
fine for his temerty, and he did not, in any case,
any fine . \ be in any case,
1pv the girl, as she was married to one of her cous
marry gir], as s
4 short time later.

Before T couclude, there is one of thg agncuifcuzz%
chaviers that I should vefer .to' as of e‘?}ie‘% mthe
interest. It is dated 1528 and 1s gimply aig; fihree
King to one John Kelso of {c'he riutst z;zitgl E ;es ;}-linings
horse-gang of land extending 10 } - e e

i ands of Brigadill. That 1s all, bu )
?I?erﬂzvl?i Jﬂijyhﬁﬁ; (tin?({li(‘)l fathom th.e difﬁcul.ties c;f
the ““ old extent 77 will at once appreciate the import-
ance of thig document,

Tere we are given for the ﬁrst: time .th.e true rile]a;:
ine of “ horse-gang.”” The Scottish ch.tlonar.\; a Oz
a hshot at the word but misses th'e mark. ertil:: o
the subject, such a‘slSken_eJC a«ndXIl)Eise,d no}:}lﬁi fhe ex

.t but are forced to leave 1t une d. .
Jf;l:sz-gang is shown to be an 8s 4d land, an:i _1§ Iwgifﬁ
now be allowed to take a shot at a venture

sav twenty-one acres.

1 make no doubt that the‘sze C.Th.artel_‘"s of ]311‘5(]3O linds
would well repay a systematic 1nV6‘St1g‘<atl-O§l, fuBuic;
oreat was the intercourse between. the L%lm.l s o .ever
;nd Arran that the history of th'e inhabitants }c:an nbeen
be regarded as fully known until there may zj.ve oen
transcribed the Charters of the Earl of Antllun,I "
present representative of the Macdon?ﬂs of the Isles,
and the Arran documents of the Tamiltons.




