] BUTESHIRE NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY,

to 1684, and he was a Town Councillor for the years 1681 to
1684. In the last year the house was conveyed to Jobn Stewart
of Ascog in security of a sum of money, and in 1706 it was
sold to George Haldane, son of Patrick Haldane of Lanarl, who
in turn sold it in 1711 to the second Farl of Bute, who murried
Lady Ann, daughter of the first Duke of Argyll. Reid records
that when the Earl brought bis bride home she expressed dis-
appointment at the smallness of the mansion, when the BEarl
pointed to the Castle, saying—* There was our house, till your
friends burned it ~—an argument which seems to have quite
satisfied her. It is also said that when the Freedom of the Royal
Burgh was being conferred on the Marquis of Lorne, Lord Bute
good-humouredly twitted the Campbells with being the cause
of hig ancestors having twice had to seek a new home—first
when they burned the Castle (1685), and afterwards when a
tmatrimonial alliance was consummated between themn, and the
tall Lady Ann Campbell found the ceilings of the High Street
house too low for her comfort. Mount Stuart House was begun
in 1719, but was not finished when the Earl of Bute died in
1728,

Tor a time part of the house was used as a Custom House,
and for many years it was locally known as the Custom House.
Afterwards, when used as a dwelling house, it was known as
The Old Mansion House, and it was so designated until in

1920 it was, through the generosity of Lord Bute, converted into

the Bute Museum.
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of Pressure, Temperature, Humidity, and Wind, for Years 1914 to 1924 inclusive.

Summary of Observations
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WEATHER NOTES.
1915.

This was the driest year since 1902, when 41-72 inches were recorded,
being 2 inches less than in 1915, Though such a dry year, it was not
warm, October being the only month, which was over the average for the
month.  November was very cold, being 4-1 under the average for that
month.  There were cccasional snowstorms during the winter months, the
heaviest fall being on 15th November, when 3% inches fell and lay on the
greand for five days.

1916.

There were six days when one inch or more of rain fell in 24 hours, 14
inches falling on August 25th. On the morning of August 15th 1-03 inches
were rvecorded in two hours. This heavy rainfall was accompanied by a
prolonged thunderstorm. Snow fell on several occagions, the heaviest fall
being from 16th to 19th December, when 12 inches fell, which, however,
practically melted as it fell. The most lying at one time on the ground
was 13 inch.  On the whole the temperature of 1916 was decidedly under
the average. January exceeded the average by 4-3, but, though mild, it
was very stormy.

1917.

The rainfall of this year was very little in excess of 1916, even although
20-95 inches were recorded in the months of October and November. In
October 10-52 inches were vecorded, this being more than in any month
sinee the records have been taken in Bute. A remarkable rainfall occurved
between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. on 23rd August, one inch being recorded duy-
ing that hour. Strong winds were prevalent, especially from the N.VW.
Theve was a wonderful sunrice on the morning of January 5th. the

olouring of the sky and on the water being magnificent.

A very fine magnetic storm took place on the night of 16th December.
This storm was seen very widely throughout the country, and is the sub-
ject of an article contributed to ‘‘ Nature ”” on 3rd January, 1918.

1918.

Apart from the excessive rainfall there is nothing outstanding this year.
Fer eight months in the year the rainfall exceeded the average for the
meonth, and yet there were only four days when upwards of an inch fell.
Aurora were noticed on five days, the one on November 29th being remark-
able for its lovely pink cclouring over the whole northern sky. A very
tine lunar rainbow wus visible on the night of August 21st about hour 23.
It- Tasted for a considevable time and produced a beautiful effect.
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1919.

Though over 11 inches of rain fell in December, this year may be con-
sidered an average year. February was the driest Februfwy since 1895,
only 1-15 inches having fallen. The year was an exceedingly cold one,
May being the only month of which the temperature was above normal,
while June was boisterous, cold and wet nearly all through. Thunder-
storms were fairly frequent, especially during the latter part of the year,
and on several occasions lightning wnaccompanied by thunder was seen.
Very little snow fell, and what did fall soon disappe-ar.ed. There was a
Ver}; fine Aurora display on October 1st, but with not quite so much colour
or such quick movement as on 16th December, 1917.

1920.

There is not much outstanding to veport for this year apart from 'thg
persistent rainfall, and the absence of sun, frost, and snow. The 1“a-infa‘h
speaks for itself, as it is the fifth wettest year since rgco-rds were ‘kep‘tr in
Bute, and the wettest since 1877. There were 275 rain days, Whlc?h aléo
constitutes a wvecord, so far as is known. Apart from the first fo‘rt‘mgh‘t.m
December, the barometer was most erratic, jumping ap and‘ down contin-
ually, sometimes as much as half-an-inch in a few hours. With the excep-
tion of J anuary, the winter months were above the normal temperature and
the summer below. Fogs were very dense at times, especially on the water,
but there was very little frost, the most severe being on 8th March.

1921.

The vear 1921 is notable for the high veadings of the barometer through-
out the whole year, the only reading below 29 inches being on December
30th. At the 21st hour on that day the reading was 28-916 inches. In 12
hours there was a phenomenal vise of 1-054 inch, a rise almost unpre-
cedented for such a short time. There were 52 nights showing ground
frost, the most severe being on 7th March, when there were 12 degrees of
frost. During the year there were only three thunderstorms, but thc.a one
on 5th October was a very fine display, the lightning being practically
continuous for upwards of an hour and of varied description. A very fine
lunar rainbow was obgerved on the might of 14th September at the 20th
hour. The rainbow was very complete and stretched right acrosy the
northern sky.

1922.

The barometer was much more erratic this vear than in 1921. The
lowest reading was in December, 28-430 inches, and the highest in Novem-
ber, 30-606 inches, the former being the lowest since 1914 and ‘.th‘e latter
the highest. The temperature during the year was rather low, nine of the
months being below the normal for these months. Yet the total hours of
sunshine for the year was 73°2 hours more than in 1921. T.he total rainfall
for the .year was considerably less than last year, but during the summev
months there was an almost constant drvizzle. On two dates—February
28th and December 5th—the wind reached gale force, yet in neither case
was much damage done.
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1923.

On February 27th there occurred the lowest reading of the barometer
smee 1914, In fact, durving all February the veadings were very low.
The other months were much as usual, though never very steady. The
temperature was inclined to be low, the cold nights and the absence of
sun being responsible. The total hours of sunshine were 92-1 hours less than
in 1921, There was very little frost during the year, and any that there was
did not last long. A very fine mock sun was observed on the morning
of June 11th, the most perfect observed since 1914. Tt was doubtful
whether the sun or it was the brighter, as both were shaded by a thin
cloud. This year the rainfall was very heavy all over the country, and
Bute had a fair share, its total being 66-41 inches. We have to go back
o 1877 to find a year with a larger one. While not a record for the year,
the six months, July to December, with the high total of 41-28 inches,
is the wettest period during the past century and a quarter in the lower
reaches of the Clyde.

1924.

This year the temperature in screen has been rather low, especially dur-
ing the summer, for the extreme maximum of 72° on July 17th was the
only date on which more than 70° was reached during the year. There
was very little frost, however, and nothing out of the usual in the way
of snow.  Throughout the year there was a good deal of Tightning, especially
at night, but very few thunderstorms. Bute escaped the excessive rain-
falls passing over the country during the year, for only on one date, Decem.
ber 26th, did more than 1 inch fall. The total also was 14-65 inches less
than in 1923. Great displays of rainbows were noticed, some perfect in
form, and occasiorally a double one was seen.

Blythswood, Rothesay.

The meteorological summaries given in the foregoing pages, with the
exception of those of the sunshine, which have been taken under the
supervision of Mr R. D. Whyte at the County Buildings, Rothesay, are
the vesults of observations recorded by Mr John Davidson at Axrdencraig,
Bute.

During these ten years the instruments have been brought up-to-date,
and especially a very fine barometer has been installed. There has been a
gradual incredse in the number of observations, particularly during the
vears 1923 and 1924, so ‘that now ‘the Bute Station is classified asone of
the best of the six second-class stations in the country.

While summaries have been given of most of the observations, a few
have been omitted, such as the precipitation under -04 and the mean
deviation from the normal of the number of hours of sunshine.

The Society is under a deep debt of gratitude to these two gentlemen
for the care and assiduity with which they have carried out the constant
work of observing and registering to produce such a fine set of meteoro-
logical records.

A. G. BURGESS, M.A., D.Sc., F.R.S.E.,
Vice-President, Bute Natural History Society.




